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IIEPOIIT  OF  THE  COMMITTEE  ON  LEGISLATION 
REGULATING  THE  PRACTICE  OF  PHARMACY. 


The  Comniittee  appointed  at  the  15th  annual  meeting  of  the 
American  Pharmaceutical  Association,  consisting  of  the  Presi¬ 
dent  and  other  Officers  of  the  Association,  to  offer  to  the  legis¬ 
latures  and  constitutional  conventions  of  the  various  States  the 
services  of  this  Association  in  regard  to  the  legal  control  of  the 
practice  of  Pharmacy,  have,  at  an  early  day,  entered  into  cor¬ 
respondence  with  several  members  residing  in  different  States. 
The  Committee  soon  learned  that  in  some  of  the  States  laws 
had  been  enacted  with  the  intention  of  prohibiting  the  practice 
of  pharmacy  by  incompetent  persons,  and  that  in  some  other 
States  movements  were  on  foot  aiming  at  the  same  result. 

From  the  information  received  it  w.rs,  however,  difficult  to 
judge  of  the  practicability  of  these  laws  and  contemplated 
laws  ;  great  difficulty  was  even  experienced  in  obtaining  infor¬ 
mation  touching  the  particulars  of  the  proposed  measures.  It 
seemed  certain  that  no  concerted  action  could  be  had  durino'  the 

O 

past  year,  and  that  it  would  probably  be  best  to  defer  taking  any 
direct  steps  for  carrying  out  the  intention  of  the  Association  as 
expressed  in  the  resolution  referred  to,  until  the  laws  touching 
on  Pharmacy  could  be  collected,  and  a  plan  matured  for  simul¬ 
taneous  action  in  the  different  States. 
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To  cnrrj  out  tliese  views,  the  following  circular  was  issued 
and  mailed  to  one  or  two  active  members  of  the  Association  in 
each  State : 

Office  of  the  Perm.vnem  Secretary  of  the  American  ] 
Pharmaceutical  Association,  No.  1i:07  Ridge  Avenue.  ^ 
Philadelphia,  July  1st,  1808.  J 

Dear  Sir:  At  the  Fifteenth  Annual  Meeting  of  the  American  Pharmaceuti¬ 
cal  .Association,  hehl  in  the  City  of  Xew  York  in  September,  1867,  the  follow¬ 
ing  resolution  was  adopted  : 

Whereas  it  is  recognized,  as  a  prominent  means  by  which  this  Association 
hojies  to  increase  its  usefulness  as  a  National  Association,  to  urge  upon  onr 
legislators  the  imiiortaiicc  of  a  judicious  but  certain,  determined  and,  as  far  as 
practicable,  uniform  control  of  the  practice  of  Fharmaej/  in  the  various  States 
therefore 

Fesolved,  That  the  President  and  other  Ufticers  of  the  Association  be  author¬ 
ized  and  instructeil  to  offer  any  services  which  the  Association  can  render  to 
the  various  Conventions  for  reforming  State  Constitutions,  and  to  State  Legis¬ 
latures,  as  opportunity  may  arise  wherein  such  bodies  may  consider  the  co¬ 
operation  of  the  Association  either  desirable  or  useful. 

The  officers  of  this  Association  have  learned  tliat  laws  regulating  the  iirac- 
tice  of  Pharmacy  are  in  force  in  several  States,  also  that  laws  aiming  at  the 
same  object  were  offered  in  the  legislatures  of  several  States  daring  their  last 
sessions. 

Before  this  Association  undertake  any  further  steps,  it  appears  itnportant  to 
know  the  tenor  and  scope  of  these  laws  or  proposed  laws,  and  the  President, 
Mr.  John  Milhau,  of  New  York  Cit}',  has  directed  the  undersigned  to  collect 
these  laws  and  all  other  information  which  may  bear  upon  this  subject. 

In  jiursuance  of  the  above  instructions,  the  Permanent  Secretary  very  re¬ 
spectfully  requests  your  co-oiieration  therein,  and  would  particnliirly  feel  under 
obligations  to  j'ou  if  you  would  furnisli  him  Avith  copies  of  larvs  or  parts  of 
laws  noAV  in  force  in  your  IHtate,  or  in  consideration  by'  the  proper  authorities, 
relating  in  any  way  to  the  practice  of  Pharmacy,  the  education  of  pharmacists,  or 
the  qualifications  required  of  them  before  allowed  to  practice  their  profession  ; 
information  of  the  operation  of  such  laws  and  their  effect  upon  the  public  and 
the  medical  and  idiarmacial  jirofession  would  be  very'  desirable  and  important. 

If  a  local  Association  of  Pharmacists  or  a  College  of  Pharmacy'  is  in  exis¬ 
tence  in  your  State,  you  will  be  kind  enough  to  inform  me  of  any  action  on 
their  part  in  regard  to  any  or  all  of  the  above  points,  and  if  any  steps  have 
been  taken  with  a  view  to  the  proper  education  and  qualification  of  appren¬ 
tices  and  young  pharmacists  and  druggists. 

Hoping  that  you  will  favor  me  with  a  speedy  answer,  I  am.  Sir, 

A'ours  very'  respectfully', 

John  M.  JIaisch, 

Permanent  Secretary  of  the  American  Pharmaceutical  Association. 

With  one  of  these  circulars  an  enclosure  was  sent  directed  to 
the  Governor  of  the  State  or  Territory,  and  the  member  was  re- 


(inosted  to  forward  it  to  its  address  with  or  without  a  written 
communication  from  him,  as  he  might  judge  best. 

The  enclosure  was  as  follows  : 


To  uis  Excellency  the  Governor  of 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  of  handing  you  the  enclosed  circular  relating  to 
the  legal  regulation  of  the  practice  of  Pharmacy,  and  the  position  occupied 
on  this  question  by  the  American  Pharmaceutical  Association,  now  composed 
of  727  Druggists  and  Pharmacists,  residing  in  all  parts  of  the  United  States, 
including  from  your  State. 

In  view  of  the  importance  of  this  subject  and  for  the  purpose  of  obtaining 
reliable  information,  I  would  most  respectfully  ask  you  to  furnish  me,  for  our 
Association,  with  copies  of  laws  or  portions  of  laws  bearing  on  the  practice 
of  Pharmacy,  and  such  other  information  as  you  may  deem  proper. 

I  am  Sir,  most  respectfulh’, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

John  .71.  JI.tiscH, 

rermanml  Secretary  of  the  American  Pharmaceutical  Association. 

1G07  Ridge  Avenue,  Philadelphia,  July  14th,  1868. 


In  a  few  States  the  Association  has  as  yet  no  members,  or  the 
residence  of  the  one  member  therein  was  not  precisely  known  to 
the  Secretary  ;  in  these  cases  the  communication  was  sent  directly 
to  the  chief  executive  officer  of  the  State. 

In  reply  to  these  communications,  the  Secretary  has  received 
official  answers,  either  direct  or  indirect,  from  the  Governors  or 
Secretaries  of  State  of  the  foliowing  States  and  Territor^^  ; 
Alabama,  Minnesota, 

Florida,  Mississippi, 


Georgia, 

Illinois, 

Iowa, 

Kansas, 

Kentucky, 

Massachusetts, 

Michigan, 


Missouri, 

Nevada, 

New  Mexico, 
New  York, 
Pennsylvania, 
Rhode  Island, 
Wisconsin. 


The  information  received  thus  far  shows  that  tlie  State  of 
Georgia  is  the  only  one  in  which  a  law  was  passed  intending  to 
confine  the  practice  of  pharmacy  throughout  the  State  to  com¬ 
petent  persons.  In  the  States  of  New  York  and  Pennsylvania 
local  laws  exist  with  reference  merely  to  a  single  county.  The 
New  York  law  is  as  follows  : 
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AX  ACT  to  regulate  the  Preparation  and  Diepensing  of  Medicines  in  the  dig  of  dPew 
YorTc,  passed  March  11,  1839. 

The  people  of  the  State  of  Xew  York,  represented  in  Senate  and  Assembly, 
do  enact  as  follows  : — 

Section  1. — Xo  person  shall  be  hereafter  allowed  to  commence  or  practice  in 
the  city  of  X'ew  York  the  business  of  an  apothecary,  or  that  of  preparing  and 
ilispensing-  medicine,  or  of  iireparing  and  putting  ni)  ])liysicians’  prescriptions, 
witliout  liaying  previously  obtained  the  diploma  of  the  College  of  Pharmacy  of 
the  City  of  Xew  York,  or  unless  furnished  with  a  diploma  from  some  other 
regularly  constituted  College  of  Pharmacy  or  Medicine,  or  shall  have  passed 
an  e.xamination  of  the  censors  of  the  medical  society  of  one  of  the  counties  of 
this  State,  and  have  been  furnished  by  such  censors  with  a  certificate  of  his 
qualifications  for  the  business  of  an  apothecary  ;  which  diploma  or  certificate 
he  shall  produce  to  the  Secretar}'  of  the  said  College  of  Pharmacy,  to  be  by 
him  registered  without  charge. 

Section  2. — Any  2>erson  otlending  against  the  provisions  of  this  law  shall  be 
subject  to  a  penalty  of  fifty-one  dollars  for  each  and  every  offence,  wdiich  may 
be  recovered  with  costs,  in  the  name  of  the  people  of  the  State  of  New  York, 
in  any  civil  court  of  record,  and  the  said  fines  when  collected,  after  deducting 
.such  reasonable  counsel  fees  as  the  court  shall  allow,  shall  be  paid  by  the  dis¬ 
trict  attorney  to  the  Treasurer  of  the  Xew  York  Cit}'  Dispensary  for  the  use  of 
said  Dispensary. 

Section  3. — This  law  shall  not  apply'  to  persons  who  now  are  in  said  business, 
nor  to  the  preparation  and  disj)eusing  of  medicines  by  licensed  physicians. 

This  law  is  a  dead  letter  on  the  statute  book,  chiefly  because 
the  dispensary,  for  whose  benefit  the  fines  are  to  be  collected,  is 
unwilling  to  prosecute  the  offenders.  There  are  certain  incon¬ 
sistencies  in  this  act,  in  consequence  of  which  the  practice  of 
jdiarniacy  is  open  to  physicians.  We  believe  that  a  medical  man 
may  be  :i  very  e.xcellent  physician  and  still  would  make  a  very 
poor  apothecary,  unless  his  theoretical  and  practical  knowledge 
was  acquired  in  the  usual  way  in  which  knowledge  is  gained, 
namely,  by  study  and  e.xperience. 

The  thorough  })hysiciau  certainly  possesses  much  knowledge 
which  is  essential  to  the  thorough  pharmacist,  and  by  virtue  of 
Avhich  he  would  be  enabled  to  master  the  profession  of  the  latter 
in  a  shorter  time  than  one  totally  unacquainted  with  the  scien¬ 
tific  principles  and  facts  upon  which  its  superstructure  is  based. 
On  the  other  hand,  he  who  has  mastered  pharmacy  in  its  vari¬ 
ous  relations,  must  have  accumulated  an  amount  of  knowledge 
which  would  facilitate  the  studies  and  lighten  the  labor,  should 
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he  contemplate  to  devote  his  life  to  the  practice  of  medicine. 
Medicine  and  pharmacy,  though  closely  co-related,  and  to  a  cer¬ 
tain  extent  dependent  from  each  other,  are  nevertheless  so  utterly 
difi’erent  in  their  functions  and  spheres  of  usefulness  and  research, 
that  it  is  difficult  to  understand  how,  through  civil  law  or  other¬ 
wise,  one  profession  should  he  burdened  with  the  manage¬ 
ment  of  the  affairs  of  the  other. 

The  Pennsylvania  law  relates  to  the  single  county  of  Lycoming 
only  ;  we  have  been  favored  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Common¬ 
wealth  of  Pennsylvania  with  the  following  certified  copy  of  this 
law : 

AX  ACT  to  prohibit  others  th.an  reyidarlp  licensed  dru'jgists  and  graduated  phg- 
sicians  from  vending  and  practicing  medicine  in  Lycoming  County. 

Section  1.  Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  of  the 
Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania  in  General  Assembly  met,  and  it  is  hereby 
enacted  b}’  the  authority  of  the  same  :  That,  from  and  after  the  passage  of  this 
act,  it  shall  not  be  lawful  for  anv-  person  or  persons,  except  regularly  graduated 
physicians  or  licensed  drnggists,  to  sell  or  practice  medicine  within  the  county 
of  Lycoming  in  this  Commonwealth  ;  aud  any  person  or  persons  violating  the 
provisions  of  this  act  shall  be  gnilty  of  a  misdemeanor,  and,  on  conviction 
iu  the  court  of  quarter  sessions,  shall  be  sentenced  by  said  court  to  pay  a  fine 
to  the  Commonwealth  for  the  use  of  said  count}’,  not  exceeding  five  hundred 
dollars. 

Jas.  R.  Kelly,  Speaker  of  the  [louse  of  Rep's. 

David  Fleming,  Speaker  of  the  Senate. 

Approved  the  eleventh  day  of  April,  Anno  Domini,  one  thousand  eight  hun¬ 
dred  and  sixty-six. 

A.  G.  CnRTiN. 


Office  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Commoxwealth.  ) 
lldrrisbury,  .August  ISth,  .A.  U.  18GS.  / 

I’ennsylvaniu,  ss : 

I  do  hereb}’  certify,  that  the  foregoing  and  annexed  is  a  full,  true  aud  cor¬ 
rect  cop\’  of  the  original  Act  of  the  General  Assembly,  entitled  “•  An  act  to 
prohibit  others  than  regularly  licensed  druggists  and  graduated  physicians  from 
vending  aud  practicing  medicine  in  Lycoming  county,"  as  the  same  remains 
on  file  in  this  office. 

In  testimony  whereof.  I  have  hereunto  set  my  hand  and  caused  the  seal  of 
the  Secretary's  Office  to  be  affixed,  the  day  and  year  above  written. 


{ 


SEAL. 


} 


Isaac  B.  Gara, 

Deputy  Secretary  of  the  Commonwealth. 


We  have  not  been  able  to  ascertain  the  effect  of  this  law  upon 
the  medical  and  phannacial  professions  in  Lycoming  County. 
It  is  interesting  to  hear  that,  so  far  as  tve  could  ascertain  Avith- 


out  solicitation  on  tlie  part  of  the  medical  or  pharmacial  frater¬ 
nity  of  Pennsylvania,  an  attempt  was  made  to  extend  the  pro¬ 
visions  of  this  act  to  the  State,  as  is  shown  by  the  following  : 

Extract  from  the  legislative  record  of  the  Pcnnsvlvania  Legislature,  for  the 
session  of  1868. 

In  the  Senate,  Tuesday,  January  21st,  1868. 

Mr.  Harry  White,  (Senator  for  the  22d  district,  comprising  Cambria,  Indiana 
and  .Jeffenson  counties),  read  in  his  place  a  supplement  to  an  act  to  prohibit 
others  than  regularly  licensed  druggists  and  graduate  physicians  from  vending 
and  practising  medicine  in  Lycoming  County,  approved  April  11th,  1866,  ex¬ 
tending  the  same  to  the  rvhole  State. 

Referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary  General. 

Session  of  Friday,  January  2AUi,  1868. 

Mr.  Bruuett,  (Senator  for  the  9th  district,  comprising  Carbon,  Monroe,  Pike 
and  W  ayne  counties),  from  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary  General,  reported, 
witli  a  negative  recommendation,  a  su|>plemeut  to  an  act  to  prohibit  other  than 
regularly  licensed  druggists  and  graduate  physicians  from  vending  and  prac¬ 
tising  medicine  in  Lycoming  Count3',  aiiproved  .4.pril  11th,  1866,  e.xtending 
tlie  same  to  the  whole  state. 

A  “  regular  license  ”  is  obttiiueil  ia  Pennsylvania  by  paying 
to  the  Commonwealth  a  certtiin  sum  of  money,  (varying  with 
the  amount  of  business  done)  which  entitles  the  person  to  whole¬ 
sale  or  retail  foreign  and  domestic  merchandise,  without  liquors. 
Besides  this  license  the  apothecary  requires  another  one,  which 
entitles  him  to  manufacture,  vend  and  dispose  of  nostrums, 
patent  medicines  and  medical  compounds.  From  these  circum¬ 
stances  it  is  obvious  that  the  law  of  April  11th,  1866,  is  practi¬ 
cally  useless,  since  no  mercantile  business  can  be  carried  on 
without  a  license,  and  a  license  can  be  obtained  by  any  one  ; 
incompetent  persons  are  therefore  not  prevented  from  practising 
pharmacy.  It  is  not  our  province  to  consider  the  effect  of  this 
law  upon  the  medical  profession,  though,  if  Ave  may  venture  an 
opinion,  there  is  probably  no  obstacle  to  hinder  ignorant  preten¬ 
ders  from  inflicting  their  marvellous  medicines  and  still  more 
marvellous  cures  upon  suffering  humanity. 

A  copy  of  the  law  of  the  State  of  Georgia  was  furnished  by 
our  fellow  member  Mr.  Fleming  G.  Grieve,  of  Milledgeville,  and 
was  found  to  be  a  correct  transcript  from  the  Code  of  the  State 
of  Georgia,  Avhich  Avas  received  by  your  Permanent  Secretary 
from  Colonel  B.  B.  de  Graffenried,  Secretary  of  the  Executive 
Department  of  Georgia. 
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Extract  from  the  Code  of  Georgia,  [published  1867).  Chapter  III,  rhgsicians  and 
Druggists. 

^  1418.  It  is  their  duty  (i.  e.  the  Board  of  Physicians  of  the  Allopathic 
School), 

4.  To  grant  licenses  to  apothecaries  upon  their  standing'  a  satisfactory  ex¬ 
amination  as  to  their  knowledge  of  drugs  and  phannacj'. 

I  1429.  Xo  person  in  this  State  (shall  open  or  keep  a  drug  or  apothecary 
store  without  first  obtaining  a  license  therefor  from  the  medical  board  of  his  own 
school.  Such  license  shall  be  recorded  in  the  office  of  the  Clerk  of  the  Supe¬ 
rior  Court,  and  the  Clerk  is  required  to  keep  a  list  of  the  names  of  the  persons 
lincensed  in  a  conspicuous  place  in  his  office,  for  which  he  shall  receive  one 
dollar  for  each  license  so  recorded.) 

§  1430.  Any  person  violating  the  preceding  section  is  liable  to  indictment, 
and,  on  conviction,  to  be  fined  not  less  than  one  thousand  nor  more  than  five 
thousand  dollars,  and  for  a  continuation  after  said  conviction,  to  the  like  fine 
and  imprisonment  not  exceeding  six  months.  The  onus  of  proof  is  upon  the 
defendant  to  show  his  authority 

I  1431.  Druggists  are  exempt  from  obtaining  said  license  who  were  engaged 
in  said  business  prior  to  24th  of  December.  1847,  and  who  continued  so  at  the 
adoption  of  this  code,  and  merchants  or  shop-keepers  mat'  deal  in  medicines 
already  prepared,  if  patented,  or  if  not  patented,  are  legally  warranted  by  a 
licensed  druggist. 

On  receiving  the  gratifying  information  that  a  pharmacist 
and  member  of  this  Association,  Mr.  John  M.  Clark,  of  Mill- 
edgeville,  is  a  member  of  the  medical  board  provided  b}^  the 
laws  of  Georgia,  your  Secretary  corresponded  with  him,  to  learn 
some  particulars  about  the  effect  of  this  law  upon  the  community, 
and  the  standing  of  our  brethren  in  pharmacy  in  the  State 
named.  We  e.xtract  from  Mr.  Clark’s  letter  the  following 
passages,  as  likely  to  throw  some  light  on  this  subject,  and  to 
give  some  hints  of  desirable  modifications  of  this  or  similar 
laws  : 

Milledceville.  G.V.,  Aug.  17th,  1868. 

-Mr.  Joh.v  M.  .\l.iisi'H:  — 

Dear  Sir, . The  law  is  well  thought  of  and  received 

here  by  the  public  and  those  interested  directh',  but  it  does  not  entirely  answer 
the  purpose  intended  bt'  it,  of  protecting  the  public  from  the  impositions  of 
ignorant  apothecaries.  The  intention  of  it  was,  that  it  should  be  applied  to 
physicians,  but  a  clause  is  inserted  extending  its  application  to  apothecaries, 
consequently  the  board  is  composed  entirely  of  physicians,  except  myself,  who 
is  the  only  pharmacist  that  is  a  member  of  it.  The  law  is  so  framed  that  a 
person  having  a  physician's  license  can  practice  pharmacy  without  undergoing 
an  examination  and  procuring  a  license  as  an  apothecary,  ■which  is  a  very 
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ubji'ctioiiable  feature  in  it.  1  have  made  ett'orts  tu  have  this  part  of  the  law 
changed.  My  observation  is,  that  those  who  have  studied  the  practice  of 
medicine  on/y,  as  a  rule,  do  not  make  good  pharmacists.  It  is  obvious  to  any 
person  capable  of  judging  in  the  matter,  that  a  pharmacist  should  be  educated 
specially  to  his  profession. 

1  do  not  know  of  its  Ijoing  the  duty  of  any  officer  here  to  prosecute  those 
]iracticing  medicine  and  jiharmacy  without  license,  consequently  no  prosecu¬ 
tions  take  place  for  violation  of  the  law,  and  but  few  come  forward  for  exami¬ 
nation  and  to  procure  license  to  practice  jiharmacy.  I  know  of  but  five  licen¬ 
tiates  of  the  board  who  are  now  actually  doing  business  in  this  State,  which 
contains  about  one  million  of  inhabitants,  although  there  are  jrlenty  of 
“■  Druggists  ”  here,  some  of  whom  will  compare  favorably  in  qualifications 
with  those  of  any  other  jiorticm  of  the  country  :  but,  as  elsewhere  in  the  United 
States,  the  ajiothecaries  here  vary  exceedingly  in  regard  to  their  qualifications 
for  their  profession. 

The  board  of  jiliysicians  charge  $20  for  examination  and  license,  but  if  the 
candidate  is  rejecteil,  which  frequently  hapjiens,  no  charge  is  made.  The 
examinations  are  rigid,  but  fair,  unusual  acquirements  are  not,  but  competent 
knowleiige  is  required  of  him,  besides  w'hich  he  must  be  21  years  old,  and  of 
good  moral  character.  Me  is  not  required  to  be  a  graduate  of  any  school.  If 
he  has  competent  knowledge  no  question  is  asked  where  or  how  he  got  it. 

I  think  this  jiart  of  the  law  is  just  and  wise,  as  many  young  men  in  our  wide 
country  have  no  ojqiortnnity  of  attending  schools  of  jiharmacy,  and  if  they 
avail  themselves  of  means  within  their  reach,  and  by  industry  qualify  them¬ 
selves  for  the  duties  of  their  jirofession,  they  should  be  allowed  to  practice  it. 

The  law  of  Georgia  w  as  not  retroactive  in  its  ojieration.  Those  actually 
engaged  in  Vmsiness  at  the  time  it  went  into  operation  were  not  required  to 
jirocure  a  license.  ............ 

Vours,  truly, 

John  M.  Clark. 

The  Code  of  the  State  of  Georgia  contains  also  a  provision  in 
regard  to  mistakes  made  by  druggists,  as  follows  : 

^  2951'.  If  a  vender  of  drugs  and  medicines,  by  himself  or  his  agent,  either 
knowingly  or  negligently  furnishes  the  wrong  article  or  medicine,  and  damage 
occurs,  from  the  use  of  the  drug  or  medicine  furnished,  to  the  purchaser  or  his 
jiatients,  or  his  family,  or  his  property,  the  vender  shall  respond  in  damages 
for  the  injury  done.  If  deatli  ensues  to  the  jiurchasers  in  an}"  case  arising 
under  this  or  the  two  foregoing  jiaragraphs,*  the  right  of  action  shall  be  with 
the  widow  or  children,  as  jirescribod  in  cases  of  jihysical  injury. 

This  pariigrapli  is  eminently  just ;  it  is  probable  that  in  other 
States  prosecutions  for  mistakes  may  be  commenced  under  pro¬ 
visions  relating  merely  to  sustaining  personal  injuries  in  general  ; 
but  even  the  fatal  mistakes  of  apothecaries  happening  occasionally 

*  T’liey  relate  to  adulterated  drugs  and  unwholesome  provisions. 
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in  the  United  States  appear  usually  to  create  some  excitement  for 
a  time  and  are  never  or  rarely  followed  by  punishment.  How 
far  the  proprietor  should  be  held  responsible  for  the  mistakes  of 
his  clerk  (agent,  as  the  above  law  has  it),  could  scarcely  be  a 
matter  of  controversy,  if  the  clerk  is  otherwise  competent  and 
the  arrangement  of  the  store  such  as  not  to  invite  or  almost 
necessitate  mistakes. 

If  we  turn  our  eyes  to  our  neighbors  north  of  us  we  shall  find 
that  the  affairs  of  pharmacy  in  Canada  are  in  as  unsettled  a 
condition  as  those  of  the  United  States.  Mr.  Henry  R.  Gray, 
of  Montreal,  writes  with  regard  to  the  status  of  pharmacy  in 
Canada. 

“  In  the  Province  of  Ontario  (Upper  Canada)  there  is  at  present  no  legisla¬ 
tion  whatever  affecting  the  practice  of  pharmacy  ;  in  Quebec,  (new  name  for 
Lower  Canada)  a  law,  which  has  never  been  enforced,  requires  a  chemist  and 
druggist  to  hold  a  license  from  the  provincial  Jledical  Board,  said  license  ob¬ 
tainable  after  an  examination  before  the  Board,  which  is  composed  entirely  of 
physicians. 

“  We  hope  to  amend  this,  and  to  establish  a  standard  of  education  for 
ourselves,  and  to  obtain  the  power  to  examine  and  license  persons  to  practice 
the  ancient  and  honorable  science  of  pharmacy,  without  any  interference 
whatever  from  any  other  profession.” 

Information  of  precisely  the  same  character  has  been  received 
from  Mr.  Wm.  Saunders,  of  London,  Ontario,  (Upper  Canada), 
who,  in  addition  to  the  information  contained  in  the  foregoing 
communication,  states  :  “  I  cannot  just  now  find  out  who  the  men 
are  composing  this  board  or  who  appoints  them.  The  provisions 
of  this  act  have  never  been  carried  out,  nor  the  penalties  ever 
attempted  to  be  enforced,  so  that  it  is  practically  a  dead  letter.” 

Before  offering  any  remarks  on  the  above  laws  of  Georgia 
and  the  province  of  Quebec,  we  lay  before  the  Association  the 
draft  of  a  law  which  during  the  last  session  of  the  legislature  of 
Maryland  passed  the  Senate,  but  failed  in  the  house  for  want  of 
time. 

A  BILL  entitled  an  Act  to  prevent  incompetent  persons  from  conducting  the  business 
of  druggist  or  apothecary  in  the  City  of  Baltimore. 

Whereas,  many  unskilled  and  unqualified  persons  are  engaged  in  vending, 
mixing  and  compounding  drugs,  medicines  and  chemicals  to  the  great  danger 
of  the  health  and  lives  of  the  people  of  Baltimore,  and  it  is  expedient  that  legis¬ 
lation  shall  be  had  to  remedy  said  evil,  therefore, 
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Section  1.  Be  it  enacted  by  the  General  Assembly  of  Maryland,  that  here¬ 
after  no  person  or  persons  shall  conduct  or  open  any  retail  drug  and  chemical 
store  as  the  proprietor  or  principal,  or  engage  in  the  business  of  dispensing 
medicines,  compounding  physicians’  prescriptions,  and  vending  at  retail  any 
drugs,  chemicals  and  other  medicines  without  having  first  obtained  a  certifi¬ 
cate  of  his  or  their  qualification  and  competency  for  such  purpose  from  the 
commissioners  to  be  appointed  under  the  provisions  of  this  act. 

Section  2.  And  be  it  enacted,  that  there  shall  be  three  commissioners,  to  be 
appointed  by  the  Governor,  in  Baltimore,  to  be  selected  of  the  most  skilled 
and  competent  pharmaceutists,  whose  duty  it  shall  be  to  examine  in  said  city  all 
and  every  person  or  persons  who  shall  desire  to  engage  in  the  business  of  re¬ 
tailing  drugs  and  chemicals,  and  of  dispensing  medicines  and  compounding 
physicians’  prescriptions  in  said  cittq  touching  his  or  their  competency  and 
qualifications  ;  upon  said  commissioners,  or  any  two  of  them,  being  satisfied 
of  the  competency  and  qualification  of  such  person  or  persons  as  aforesaid, 
they,  the  said  commissioners  or  any  two  of  them,  shall  grant  to  such  person  or 
persons  a  certificate  thereof,  which  shall  entitle  such  person  or  persons  to 
carry  on  the  business  aforesaid. 

Section  3.  And  be  it  enacted,  that  the  commissioners  to  be  appointed  under 
the  provisions  of  this  act  shall  be  styled  the  Commissioners  of  Pharmacy 
and  Practical  Chemistry,  and  shall  hold  their  office  for  two  years,  and  there¬ 
after  until  their  successors  are  appointed  and  qualified.  And  within  thirty  days 
after  their  appointment  they  and  each  of  them  shall  take  and  subscribe,  before 
the  Clerk  of  the  Superior  Court  of  Baltimore  city,  an  oath  faithfully  and  im¬ 
partially  to  discharge  the  duties  prescribed  by  this  act. 

Section  4.  And  be  it  enacted,  that  said  commissioners  shall  be  entitled  to 
receive  from  every  such  applicant  for  such  certificate  as  aforesaid,  the  sum  of 
not  over  two  dollars,  to  be  applied  to  the  piayment  of  the  expenses  arising 
under  this  act. 

Section  5.  And  be  it  enacted,  that  if  an}-  person  shall  engage  in  the  retailing 
and  vending  of  drugs  and  chemicals,  and  of  dispensing  and  compounding 
physicians'  prescriptions  contrary  to  the  provisions  of  this  act,  either  directly 
or  indirectly,  or  as  copartner,  or  in  the  name  of  any  other  person  or  persons,  such 
person  so  offending  shall  be  liable  to  a  fine  of  fifty  dollars  for  each  and  every  week 
they  or  he  shall  continue  such  business  without  such  certificate  as  aforesaid, 
to  be  recovered  before  a  single  Justice  of  the  Peace  of  said  city  as  small  debts 
are,  whereof  one-half  part  shall  go  to  the  informer  and  the  balance  to  be  dis¬ 
posed  of  as  other  fines  and  penalties. 

Section  6.  And  be  it  enacted,  that  this  act  nor  anything  contained  therein 
shall  affect  or  apply  to  any  person  who  shall  have  a  diploma  from  any  college 
or  school  of  pharmacy. 

Section  7.  And  be  it  enacted,  that  this  act  shall  take  effect  from  the  day  of 
its  passage. 

It  will  be  observed  that  the  provisions  of  this  law  apply 
merely  to  the  city  of  Baltimore,  and  are  in  their  main  features 
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similar  to  those  of  New  York,  Georgia  and  Quebec;  they  pro¬ 
vide  for  an  examination  of  non-graduates  in  Pharmacy  before 
a  board  which  is  to  judge  of  the  qualification  and  competency 
of  the  applicant  to  carry  on  the  business  of  an  apothecary. 
The  law  likewise  imposes  a  fine  and  provides  for  the  collection 
of  the  same.  But  with  the  experience  of  New  York,  Georgia 
and  Quebec  before  us,  dating  back  at  least  to  the  year  1889, 
and  for  Lower  Canada  (Quebec)  probably  to  a  period  much  more 
remote,  is  it  to  be  expected  that  in  Maryland  a  law  with  essen¬ 
tially  the  same  features  can  be  more  successful  than  in  the  city, 
province  and  State  named  ?  It  is  an  old  axiom,  verified  by  every 
day’s  experience,  that  “  what  is  everybody’s  business  is  nobody’s 
business;”  and  thus  it  is  with  the  laws  and  the  proposed  law  in 
question.  Everybody  may  prosecute  an  offender  under  these 
provisions,  and  logically  we  cannot  but  expect  that  nobody  will 
take  the  initiatory  steps  for  carrying  out  such  a  law.  Mr.  Clark 
knows  of  but  five  licentiates  of  the  board  of  Georgia,  and  he 
certainly  has  every  opportunity  for  knowing  all ;  for  besides 
being  a  member  of  this  board,  he  merely  has  to  step  into  the 
office  of  the  Clerk  of  the  Superior  Court,  who  is  required  to 
keep  a  list  of  the  names  of  all  persons  licensed  by  the  board  in 
a  conspicuous  place  in  his  office,  a  publicity  which  is  not  de¬ 
manded  by  the  proposed  Maryland  law  ;  nor  is  it  insured  by  the 
New  York  law,  which  merely  requires  the  registration,  by  the 
Secretary  of  the  College  of  Pharmacy,  of  the  diploma  or  cer¬ 
tificate  of  examination. 

It  is  plain  that  neither  legal  enactments  nor  the  threat  of 
prosecution  and  fine,  nor  the  publication  of  the  names  of  those 
conforming  to  the  requirements  of  the  law,  will  induce  the  parties 
in  question  to  comply  with  the  same  ;  it  is  obvious  that  it  must 
be  made  “somebody’s”  duty  to  see  to  the  strict  compliance  with 
every  legal  provision.  If  it  is  the  duty  of  a  board  to  examine 
applicants,  might  it  not  likewise  be  the  sworn  duty  of  the  same 
board  to  see  that  the  law  is  carried  out  in  every  other  respect  ? 

If  all  the  States  make  the  carrying  on  of  a  business  depend¬ 
ant  upon  the  payment  of  a  certain  sum  of  money,  for  which  a 
license  is  granted,  the  officer  issuing  the  license  might  probably 
be  instructed  to  demand  a  diploma  or  a  certificate  of  examinaT-- 


12 


tion  from  all  persons  applying  for  a  license  as  apothecary  ;  but 
such  a  provision  would  require  the  alteration  of  the  license  laws  of 
many  if  not  all  the  States,  since  licenses  are  usually  granted  for 
the  wholesaling  or  retailing  of  imported  and  domestic  merchan¬ 
dise  ;  so  that  a  pharmacist,  or  apothecary,  or  chemist,  or  drug¬ 
gist — by  whichever  name  the  State  law  may  know  the  disciples 
of  our  profession — could  be  compelled  to  take  out  a  license 
different  from  other  dealers  in  merchandise.  We  apprehend 
that  this  would  involve  more  trouble  and  greater  disinclination 
on  the  part  of  the  legislative  departments  of  the  States  than  a 
course  similar  to  or  identical  with  the  one  sugo-ested  before. 

And  besides  these  considerations,  is  not  the  adoption  of  a 
clause  giving  to  the  informer  a  portion  of  the  fine  objectionable 
in  all  its  features  ?  It  is  not  necessary  for  us  to  dwell  here  upon 
the  fact  that  such  information  is,  in  most  instances,  lodged  not 
for  the  good  of  the  cause,  but  simply  out  of  cupidity  or  spite ; 
and  we  conceive  that  the  estimation  of  espionage  in  which  parties 
lending  their  aid  to  such  prosecutions  are  held  by  the  public  is  a 
sure  indication  that  we  would  not  succeed  any  better  with  such 
a  legal  clause,  no  matter  how  just  our  cause  or  how  much  benefit 
might  be  derived  thereby  for  the  public. 

We  shall  touch  now  upon  the  question  whether  a  diploma  from 
a  College  of  Pharmacy  or  the  passing  of  an  examination  of  the 
applicant  before  a  board  ought  to  be  regarded  sufficient  for  the 
qualification  of  carrying  on  the  business  of  a  Pharmacist.  The 
argument  of  Mr.  Clark  in  favor  of  granting  a  legal  license  to  any 
competent  person,  without  asking  a  question  how  or  by  which 
means  he  has  gained  his  knowledge,  would  certainly,  it  seems  to 
us,  be  more  acceptable  and  considered  eminently  just  by  the 
public  at  large.  Various  States  recognize  physicians  as  such  if 
they  are  capable  of  passing  an  examination  before  a  medical 
board,  even  though  they  have  never  attended  a  course  of  lectures 
in  any  of  the  numerous  medical  colleges.  The  Colleges  of 
'Pharmacy  are  few  in  number,  and  the  public  at  large  do  not  as 
yet  appreciate  their  importance  in  educating  the  young  devotees 
of  pharmacy  to  their  profession,  simply  because  it  regards 
pharmacy  more  in  the  light  of  a  trade  and  scarcely  in  the  light 
of  a  profession.  It  is  curious  how  inconsistent  people  may 
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be  under  different  circumstances.  In  civil  action,  involving 
merely  some  supposed  right  or  a  paltry  sum  of  money,  ■which 
if  lost  could  be  regained  by  industry,  they  would  not  think 
of  engaging  for  counsel  any  one  except  he  has  been  admit- 
ted  to  the  bar  and  consequently  has  studied  law.  Yet  how 
often  will  they  entrust  their  health  and  life  to  ignorant  pretend¬ 
ers,  who  in  reality  are  nothing  but  tradesmen,  and  do  not  possess 
the  shadow  of  the  scientific  knowledge  necessary  to  understand 
the  nature  and  treatment  of  disease,  or  the  nature  and  treatment 
of  the  crude  drugs  and  of  the  powerful  agents  obtained  from 
them.  It  may  be  prudent,  as  a  kind  of  interregnum,  to  allow 
persons  to  become  practitioners  of  pharmacy  without  interro¬ 
gating  them  as  to  the  manner  in  which  they  obtained  their  know¬ 
ledge,  in  such  States  or  sections  of  States  in  which  a  College  of 
Pharmacy  is  not  in  existence,  or  which  are  remote  from  any  one 
of  the  few  now  in  operation  ;  but  it  seems  but  just  that,  in  those 
cities  at  least,  if  not  in  those  States  where  a  college  has  been 
established  by  a  charter  from  the  higher  authorities,  none  should 
be  permitted  to  exercise  the  privileges  of  Pharmacists  unless 
they  have  availed  themselves  of  the  opportunities  offered  in  con¬ 
sonance  with  the  laws  of  the  State  to  become  educated  to  their 
chosen  profession. 

That  such  a  course  would  be  favorably  regarded  by  our  en¬ 
lightened  legislators  has  been  proven  by  the  introduction,  on 
November  22d,  1867,  into  the  Constitutional  Convention  of  the 
State  of  New  York,  of  a  resolution  proposing  the  following 
amendment  to  the  State  Constitution  : 

“  Sect. — At  the  first  meeting  of  the  Legislature  of  this  State  after  the  adop¬ 
tion  by  the  people  of  the  amendments  made  bj-  this  Convention  to  the  Consti¬ 
tution,  the  Governor,  "with  the  consent  of  the  Senate,  shall  appoint  two  State 
Medical  Boards.  One  of  said  boards  shall  be  composed  of  three  members  of 
the  medical  profession  of  the  homoeopathic  school ;  the  other  shall  be  composed 
of  five  members  of  the  medical  profession  of  the  allopathic  or  old  school  of 
medicine.  Mo  person  shall  hereafter  be  permitted  to  practice  medicine  in  this 
State  unless  after  having  passed  a  satisfactory  examination  in  physic  and 
surgery  before  either  of  the  before-mentioned  boards.  This  provision,  how¬ 
ever,  is  not  to  affect  any  practicing  physician  now  duly  authorized  to  practice 
by  any  legally  constituted  college  of  this  State.  The  respective  pharmaceutical 
societies  of  this  State,  duly  incorporated  according  to  law,  shall  have  full 
power  to  license  apothecaries  and  druggists,  and  no  person  shall  hereafter 
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dispense  or  compound  drugs  without  a  license  from  a  pharmaceutical  society, 
as  before  referred  to.  The  Legislature  sliall  regulate  the  terms  of  office  and 
compensation  of  the  members  of  the  said  medical  boards,  and  direct  a  uniform 
system  of  e.Kamination  to  be  maile  by  pharmaceutical  societies  of  all  applicants 
for  permission  to  dispense  and  compound  drugs  in  this  State,  and  have  all 
further  power  to  effect  the  carrying  out  of  the  intendment  of  this  section. 
The  Legislature  shall  make  it  a  criminal  offence,  with  any  additional  penalty, 
for  any  person  to  violate  the  provisions  of  this  section.” 

This  resolution  was  offered  and  ably  supported  in  a  speech  by 
the  lion.  Stephen  J.  Callahan,  who  distinctly  announced  the 
intention  of  it  to  be  in  consonance  with  the  practice  established 
by  the  medical  departments  of  the  army  and  navy.  The  phar¬ 
macist,  though  not  placed  in  the  same  category,  would  soon  have 
to  follow  if  such  or  similar  provisions  should  become  law. 

A  passing  notice  may  not  be  amiss  in  this  connection  of  the 
conditions  upon  which  the  different  colleges  of  pharmacy  in  the 
United  States  grant  the  right  to  apply  for  an  examination  for 
the  degree  of  graduate  in  pharmacy.  The  College  of  Pharmacy 
of  the  city  of  New  York  does  not  absolutely  stipulate  an 
apprenticeship,  nor  the  attendance  of  lectures,  which  is  required 
by  the  other  institutions.  The  Philadelphia  College  of  Phar¬ 
macy  allows  the  apprenticeship  to  have  been  served  in  either  a 
wholesale  or  retail  establishment ;  in  other  words,  it  grants  the 
degree  of  graduate  in  pharmacy  to  pharmacists  and  druggists 
alike.  The  Maryland  and  Massachusetts  Colleges  of  Pharmacy 
do  not  permit  the  apprentice  of  a  (wholesale)  druggist  to  gradu¬ 
ate,  but  merely  grant  to  him  a  certificate  of  proficiency,  while 
the  title  “graduate  in  ])harmacy  ”  is  reserved  by  them  for  the 
pharmacist  only.  We  have  no  definite  information  in  regard  to 
these  points  from  St.  Louis,  but  are  under  the  impression  that 
its  terms  coincide  with  those  of  the  institutions  of  Baltimore 
and  Boston.  These  five  are  the  only  colleges  of  pharmacy  at 
present  in  which  lectures  are  delivered.  We  mention  these  facts 
merely  to  show  how  different  the  practice  of  even  our  educa¬ 
tional  institutions  has  been,  and  how  desirable  it  would  be  if 
they  could  agree  upon  a  uniform  basis  of  the  terms  upon  which 
the  applicant  should  be  honored  with  the  degree  of  “graduate.” 
The  University  of  Michigan  has  likewise  a  school  of  Pharmacy 
connected  with  it ;  we  are,  however,  without  information  regard- 
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ins  the  degree  obtainable  at  this  State  institution,  nor  are  the  con- 
ditions  known  to  us,  the  fulfillment  of  which  is  requisite  for 
graduation. 

In  the  medical  department  of  the  army  and  navy  of  the 
United  States  the  status  of  pharmacy  is  very  low  indeed,  the 
stewards,  upon  whom  the  duties  of  a  pharmacist  devolve,  being 
often  taken  from  the  rank  with  very  little  regard  for  their  ac¬ 
complishments,  and  being  likewise  required  to  assist  in  the  per¬ 
formance  of  other  duties.  Still  both  branches  of  the  service 
are  very  strict  in  the  acceptance  of  applicants  for  the  position 
of  assistant  surgeon,  although  only  the  medical  department 
of  the  army  requires  a  diploma  from  a  regularly  chartered 
medical  college ;  but  both  insist  on  the  submission  to  a  strict 
examination  for  the  purpose  of  securing,  if  possible,  medical 
practitioners  of  the  highest  ability  only  ;  and  the  assistant 
surgeon  previous  to  his  promotion  to  surgeon,  has  to  pass  a 
second  examination  still  more  strict  and  searching  than  the 
first  one.  If  the  army  and  navy  are  not  satisfied  with  the 
diploma  alone,  does  it  follow  that  the  public  at  large  should  be  ? 
What  is  not  good  enough  for  the  army  and  navy,  must  the 
public  be  satisfied  with  ?  We  propound  these  questions  not  as 
a  reflection  upon  the  medical  profession  engaged  in  private 
practice,  but  rather  to  show  into  which  channel  we  necessarily 
must  drift,  in  consequence  of  the  example  set  by  the  highest 
authority  in  the  country  in  the  care  for  the  welfare  and  health  of 
those  who  are  more  immediately  under  their  control. 

What  is  possible  for  the  medical  profession  ought  to  hold  good 
also  for  its  offspring,  pharmacy,  which  by  its  own  industry — the 
long  list  of  names  of  illustrious  pharmacists  who  have  preceded 
us,  attest  it — has  risen  to  an  important  co-ordinate  branch  of  the 
healing  art. 

We  well  remember  when  a  former  president  of  this  Associa¬ 
tion  spoke  of  the  probable  necessity  of  establishing,  at  some 
future  time,  a  higher  degree  than  that  of  graduate  in  pharmacy ; 
and  we  believe  that  time  will  come,  and  the  beginning;  of  its 
coming  will  be  the  enactment  and  enforcement  of  laws  in  all  the 
States,  and  in  those  departments  which  are  under  the  immediate 
supervision  of  our  national  legislature,  requiring  not  less  than  a 
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diploma  of  a  chartered  college  or  the  successful  passing  of  an 
examination  before  a  board  of  practical  pharmacists,  to  enable 
one  to  practice  our  art. 

IIow  is  such  a  board  to  be  appointed  ?  It  is  natural  to  leave 
the  appointing  power  to  the  highest  executive  officer  of  the 
State.  We  all  know,  however,  that  the  gubernatorial  chair  is 
occasionally  occupied  by  men  who,  though  good  and  reliable 
politicians,  do  not  possess  the  knowledge  of,  or  that  spontaneous 
feeling  for,  the  wants  of  the  public  which  manifests  itself  by  a 
discrimination  between  mere  mercantile  affairs  or  political  pref¬ 
erences,  and  the  necessities  of  general  education  and  of  scientific 
pursuits.  To  cite  a  case  in  point  :  withal  its  faults,  the  national 
law  in  regard  to  the  inspection  of  imported  drugs  is  calculated 
to  do  and  has  done  a  great  amount  of  good  ;  notwithstanding 
this,  the  fact  cannot  be  disguised  that  it,  or  rather  the  oflBcers 
appointed  under  it,  have  occasionally  been  made  subservient  to 
political  purposes. 

Two  plans  present  themselves,  both  having  features  to  recom¬ 
mend  them  to  your  favorable  notice.  The  right  to  propose 
candidates  for  State  Examining  Boards  might  be  granted  to 
legally  recognized — i.  e.,  chartered — local  pharmacial  associa¬ 
tions,  the  right  of  appointment  from  these  proposed  candidates 
to  be  vested  in  the  supreme  Executive  of  the  State.  This  plan 
appears  to  meet  all  difficulties,  and  to  be  just  and  impartial  in 
all  its  bearings.  The  only  argument  that  might  possibly  be  ad¬ 
vanced  against  it  is,  that  it  would  give  an  undue  power  to  a  small 
number, — to  a  faction  of  pharmacists.  Yet  how  unjust  would 
such  an  assertion  be  !  The  true  facts  are,  that  all  the  local 
associations  are  extremely  anxious  to  strengthen  themselves  by 
the  acquisition  of  members,  that  they  are  not  only  not  too  strict 
in  admitting  new  members  to  their  rights  and  privileges,  but,  on 
the  contrary,  that  all  who  have  the  slightest  claim  to  the  appel¬ 
lation  of  pharmacists  are  eligible  to  membership,  and  conse¬ 
quently  that  such  local  associations  ought  to  be  considered  a  fair 
and  trustworthy  exponent  of  the  local  status  of  pharmacy,  emi¬ 
nently  fit  in  every  respect  to  be  entrusted,  among  others,  with 
the  right  to  recommend  candidates  for  the  Examining  Board. 

The  second  plan  for  the  appointment  of  Examiners  is  based 
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upon  the  supposition,  and,  we  trust,  the  undisputahle  fact,  that 
of  all  the  public  officers,  elective  and  appointed,  no  class,  as 
such,  has  kept  aloof  to  such  an  extent  from  the  intricacies  of 
politics  as  the  judiciary,  particularly  the  judges  of  the  higher 
courts,  so  that  it  might  be  reasonably  expected  that  appointments 
made  by  them  would  conform  quite  as  much  to  the  actual  status 
— the  intelligence  and  respectability  of  the  class  from  which  the 
appointments  are  to  be  made,  as  if  made  by  any  other  mode. 
The  only  objectionable  feature  to  this  plan  is  that  judges  of  even 
the  highest  courts  cannot  be  expected  to  be  familiar  with  the  de¬ 
tails  having  a  bearing  on  the  fitness  for  such  a  position,  or  with 
the  fact  that  success  in  business  alone,  or  even  coupled  with  what 
in  the  public  eye  is  regarded  as  strict  respectability,  is  never  a 
sure  criterion  of  the  accomplishments  and  qualifications  of  a  true 
pharmacist. 

The  Committee  have  endeavored,  in  the  foregoing  report,  to 
present  a  critical  review  of  the  laws  or  proposed  laws  touching 
upon  the  qualification  of  the  pharmacist.  It  is  not  deemed  ad¬ 
visable  to  review  similar  laws  of  foreign  countries,  particularly  of 
continental  Europe,  whose  institutions  are  so  essentially  different 
from  our  own  ;  those  countries  which,  through  their  institutions, 
correspond  more  nearly  with  the  United  States,  are  Switzerland 
and  Great  Britain.  In  the  European  republic,  Switzerland, 
pharmacial  affairs  have  by  no  means  arrived  at  that  point  where 
its  most  devoted  votaries  desire  to  see  it  ;  local  laws,  applicable 
only  to  small  cantons,  interfere,  we  believe,  essentially  with  a 
satisfactory  regulation,  and  create  a  clashing  of  local  interests  or 
supposed  interests  of  the  pharmacist,  the  physician,  and  the 
public  at  large,  which  are  difficult  to  reconcile ;  a  warning  to  the 
pharmacists  of  the  new  world  to  avoid  hasty  or  local  legislation, 
and  an  incentive  to  make  simultaneous  movements  over  the  en¬ 
tire  continent,  and  according  to  a  well  matured  plan.  In  such 
a  course  we  may  lend  moral  aid  to,  and  receive  the  same  back 
from  our  brethren  in  Canada,  whose  object  is  similar  to  our  own, 
and  with  whom  a  plan  of  concerted  action  might  probably  be 
agreed  upon. 

A  critical  review  of  the  new  laws  of  Great  Britain,  in  their 
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applicability  to  this  country,  is  not  attempted ;  we  may  be 
allowed  merely  to  state  that  while  their  progressive  spirit  is 
generally  admitted  on  the  continent  of  Europe,  they  have  also 
been  severely  criticised  as  not  coming  up  to  the  scientific  status 
of  modern  pharmacy  ;  and  that,  according  to  the  admission  of 
our  English  brethren,  the  result  must  be  regarded  as  a  compro¬ 
mise  between  the  interests  of  different  classes,  effected  for  the 
purpose  of  securing  unity  of  action.  In  our  endeavors  to  pro¬ 
cure  a  legal  regulation  of  the  practice  of  pharmacy  in  this  coun¬ 
try,  it  seems  to  us  we  ought  to  make  our  aim  a  high  one,  taking 
into  consideration  the  spirit  of  our  institutions,  the  rapid  strides 
of  science,  and,  above  all,  the  welfare  of  the  public,  with  the 
least  possible  infringement  upon  the  personal  liberty  of  the 
individual. 

Thus  far  your  Committee  have  considered  only  the  qualifica¬ 
tion  of  pharmacists  ;  there  are,  however,  several  other  points 
connected  with  the  legal  control  of  the  practice  of  pharmacy, 
which  eminently  deserve  to  be  mentioned  here.  We  refer  to  the 
treatment  of  diseases  by  pharmacists,  to  the  sale  of  poisons  and 
of  drugs  and  preparations  used  for  producing  abortion,  to  the 
manufacturing  and  selling  of  quack  or  so-called  patent  prepara¬ 
tions,  and  finally  to  the  adulteration  of  drugs  and  medicinal 
preparations. 

The  only  law  of  the  State  of  Illinois  relating  in  any  way  to 
the  practice  of  pharmacy,  seems  to  have  been  framed  with  the 
intention  of  counteracting  or  abolishing  the  counter  practice  of 
pharmacists,  and  is,  as  far  as  we  have  learned,  the  only  law  of 
the  kind  on  the  North  American  continent.  We  must  state, 
however,  that  it  is  almost  entirely  unknown  in  the  State  of 
Illinois,  and  consequently  is  completely  disregarded  and  not 
enforced.  It  is  as  follows  : 

Laws  of  Illinois. — Session  o/18o3.  Faffe  215. 

Section  1. — Be  it  enacted  by  the  people  of  Illinois,  represented  in  the  General 
Assembly, — 

That  all  druggists  and  other  persons  selling  medicines  at  retail  shall  be  re¬ 
quired  to  place  upon  each  bottle,  vial  or  package  by  them  sold,  a  label,  with 
the  name  of  the  medicine  which  such  bottle,  vial  or  package  contains,  written 
or  printed  thereon. 
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Section  2. — -Any  person  who  shall  violate  the  provisions  of  the  foregoing  Act 
shall  be  subjected  to  a  fine  of  not  less  than  one  nor  more  than  five  dollars,  to 
be  recovered  before  any  justice  of  the  peace,  in  an  action  for  debt.  Provided, 
that  the  provisions  of  this  Act  shall  not  apply  to  physicians  in  their  practice. 

Approved  Feb,  12,  1853. 

Every  true  and  conscientious  pharmacist  ivill  agree,  that  it  is 
not  in  his  province  to  prescribe  remedies  for  disease,  and  will 
carry  out  the  Code  of  Ethics  of  this  Association,  viz.,  to  avoid, 
in  conducting  business  at  the  counter,  prescribing  for  diseases, 
when  practicable  referring  applicants  for  medical  advice  to  the 
physician.  Our  social  customs  and  business  manners  are,  to  a 
great  extent,  the  offspring  of  those  of  Great  Britain,  where  a 
certain  class  of  medical  practitioners  conduct  also  pharmacial 
establishments,  furnishing  advice  and  medicine  to  the  poorer 
classes  at  lower  fees  than  are  charged  by  those  who  devote  their 
entire  life  to  the  practice  of  medicine  and  surgery.  In  this  fact, 
in  the  uninterrupted  influx  of  emigration  from  Great  Britain,  in 
the  rapidity  of  growth  of  our  cities,  wdiereby  it  is  sometimes  im¬ 
possible  for  several  generations  to  shake  off  certain  customs  and 
practices  of  thinly  populated  districts,  and  in  the  dangerous 
smattering  of  a  knowledge  of  medicine  acquired  by  a  large  pro¬ 
portion  of  our  people  ;  in  these  circumstances  must  we  look  for 
the  primary  causes  of  the  habit  of  people  to  go  to  the  so-called 
drug  stores  for  medical  advice,  and  to  this  must  be  added  the 
cupidity  of  some  apothecaries,  whereby  this  habit  is  continually 
nourished. 

With  few  exceptions,  the  medical  profession  in  the  larger 
cities  have  discontinued  to  furnish  medicine  to  their  patients, 
and  it  certainly  behooves  the  pharmacial  profession  to  discon¬ 
tinue  a  practice  for  which  they  are  not  fitted,  in  consequence  of 
their  education  being  in  an  entirely  different  direction.  But  it 
usually  takes  some  time  to  educate  the  public  to  the  discontinu¬ 
ance  of  acquired  and  firmly  rooted  habits,  and  it  becomes  a 
question  of  great  importance  to  the  public,  as  well  as  to  the 
medical  and  pharmacial  professions,  how  such  a  habit  is  to  be 
broken.  If  the  entire  population  were  thoroughly  educated  the 
task  would  be  comparatively  easy,  and  might  be  carried  out  by 
the  force  of  argumentation  alone.  Such,  however,  is  ^not  the 
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case,  and  we  have  to  search  for  means  to  arrive  at  the  same  de¬ 
sirable  result  by  a  more  circuitous  but  at  the  same  time  effectual 
way. 

If  we  are  not  mistaken,  a  distinguished  member  of  this  Asso¬ 
ciation  proposed  some  years  ago  the  adoption,  by  a  conference 
of  pbysiciaus  and  pharmacists  in  different  localities,  of  formulas 
for  preparations  calculated  to  allay  the  suffering  caused  by  ail¬ 
ments  of  every  day  occurrence,  which  could  be  furnished,  cor¬ 
rectly  labelled  and  accompanied  by  full  directions,  by  the  phar¬ 
macist,  he  being  obliged  to  furnish  no  other  medicine,  except 
upon  prescription.  Many  such  compounds  have  become  popular 
throughout  the  country,  or  in  certain  portions  of  it,  some  even 
having  found,  deservedly,  a  place  in  our  national  Pharmacopoeia. 
We  take  the  liberty  to  remind  you  only  of  such  preparations  as 
compound  cathartic  pills.  Lady  Webster’s  dinner  pills,  neutral 
mixture,  brown  mixture,  chalk  mixture,  volatile  liniment,  soap 
liniment,  camphorated  oil,  spiced  syrup  of  rhubarb,  Coxe’s  hive 
syrup,  Turlington’s  balsam,  Wistar’s  lozenges,  cold  cream,  Seid- 
litz  powders,  Iluxham’s  tincture,  &c.,  and  among  the  unofBcinal 
ones  we  have  Parrish’s  camphor  mixture,  paregoric  and  squills, 
sulphur  and  cream  of  tartar,  calomel  and  jalap,  Jackson’s  cough 
syrup,  Pateman’s  drops,  Godfrey’s  cordial.  Dewees’  carmina¬ 
tive,  Dalby’s  carminative.  Hooper’s  pills,  number  six,  worm  tea 
and  many  others,  which  are  habitually  used  as  family  medicines. 

Such  a  course,  we  conceive,  would  likewise  be  beneficial  in 
another  direction  ;  it  would  counteract  that  craving  for  quacke¬ 
ry,  the  so-called  patent  medicines,  by  substituting  good  standard 
preparations,  of  known  composition,  for  most  of  the  high  priced 
trash  that  is  imposed  upon  the  community.  It  is  from  this 
source — the  proprietors  of  such  nostrums — that  we  must  expect 
the  greatest  opposition  against  all  plans  of  establishing  pharma¬ 
cy  upon  some  legal  and  sound  base.  It  is  our  opinion  that,  at 
best,  the  indiscriminate  manufacture  of  such  nostrums  is  merely 
tolerated,  but  does  not  possess  any  inherent  right,  and  that  the 
State,  if  not  the  municipal  legislatures,  may  claim  and  exercise 
at  any  moment  the  prerogative  of  regulating  t'ue  manufacture 
and  sale  of  such  articles,  for  the  same  reasons  they  have  created 
boards  of  health,  empowered  to  establish  at  all  times  hygienic 
regulations,  which  are  compulsory  on  an  entire  community. 
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It  is  peculiar  tliat  European  pharmacy  is  agitating  for  con¬ 
fining  the  sale  of  secret  medicines  to  pharmacial  establishments 
only,  because  they  are  put  into  the  market  as  remedies,  if  not 
as  specifics,  for  certain  diseases,  while  the  tendency  of  American 
pharmacy  is  towards  the  means  to  rid  itself  of  such  an  incum¬ 
brance.  The  reason  for  this  difference  is  easily  given,  if  we  take 
into  consideration  that  the  European  pharmacist  is  protected  by 
law  in  the  sale  of  all  medicinal  preparations,  while  the  Ameri¬ 
can  pharmacist  regards  free  trade  within  the  limits  of  this  coun¬ 
try,  as  essential  to  the  prosperity  of  the  nation,  and  in  conso¬ 
nance  with  the  principles  of  a  sound  national  economy ;  to  him 
every  medicine  or  medicinal  preparation  becomes  a  commercial 
article  as  soon  as  it  is  prepared,  put  up  and  properly  labelled. 
If  A  puts  up  a  mixture  of  molasses  and  licorice,  flavored  with 
sassafrass  and  wintergreen,  and  calls  it  A’s  sarsaparilla,  it  be¬ 
comes,  through  the  label,  an  article  of  merchandise,  which  any 
tradesman  may  dispose  of,  and,  as  far  as  such  stuff  is  concerned, 
the  American  pharmacist  regards  himself  as  a  tradesman  only. 

If  it  comes  to  the  manufacture  of  such  compounds,  however, 
we  conceive  that  the  legislative  branches  of  our  national.  State 
and  municipal  governments  have  the  same  right  to  regulate  that 
as  to  regulate  the  manufacture  and  traffic  in  whisky  and  kindred 
spirituous  preparations.  The  State  of  Pennsylvania,  and  pro¬ 
bably  other  States,  exercises  that  right,  in  part,  by  imposing  an 
annual  fee  for  a  license,  to  enable  one  to  manufacture,  vend  and 
dispose  of  nostrums,  patent  medicines  and  medical  compounds  ; 
and  Congress  has  done  the  same  by  imposing  certain  specific  taxes 
(stamps)  upon  all  medicinal  preparations  claiming  a  secret  in 
their  composition  or  mode  of  preparation.  Adulterators  of  articles 
used  for  food,  drink  or  medicine  are  subject  to  punishment,  accord¬ 
ing  to  the  statute  books  of  many  states,  but  is  he  not  to  be  regard¬ 
ed  in  nearly  the  same  light  who,  under  the  innocent  names  of 
soothing  syrup,  teething  syrup,  whooping  cough  syrup,  anodyne, 
elixir,  &c.,  &c.,  vends  poisonous  compounds  without  even  calling 
the  attention  of  the  public  to  the  poisonous  ingredients  or  cau¬ 
tioning  the  customer  against  the  inconsiderate  use  of  the  same, 
but  on  the  contrary  frequently  asserts  that  the  nostrum  is 
entirely  harmless  ?  It  would  be  a  question  of  great  importance 
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to  ascertain  which  cuts  short  the  thread  of  life  of  the  greatest 
number  of  persons,  whisky  or  patent  medicines  ?  The  former 
seeks  its  victims  among  adults,  but  the  latter,  we  are  inclined  to 
think,  chiefly  amongst  the  children,  and  probably  quite  as  often 
by  acts  of  omission  as  of  commission.  To  investigate  such  facts, 
however,  belongs  properly  to  the  province  of  the  medical  frater¬ 
nity,  to  whom  we  would  respectfully  refer  it. 

As  long  as  secret  medical  compounds  must  necessarily  be 
kept,  it  would  be  eminently  proper  to  distinguish  in  law  between 
the  manufacturer  and  retailer,  and  not  require  the  latter  to  pur¬ 
chase  the  right  to  sell,  only  upon  the  condition  that  the  right  to 
manufacture  is  to  be  paid  for  at  the  same  time  ;  until  manu- 
facturei’s  and  retailers  are  regarded  as  two  different  persons  in  the 
eyes  of  the  law,  the  almost  daily  appearance  of  new  nostrums, 
though  they  may  acquire  only  a  local  fame,  cannot  be  stopped. 

In  regard  to  the  sale  of  liquors  by  apothecaries,  the  Internal 
Revenue  law  of  the  United  States  contains  some  provisions,  with 
which  the  members  of  the  Association  are  familiar.  The  59th 
section  of  the  new  tax  law,  passed  July  20th  last,  gives  an  ex¬ 
planation  of  a  retail  liquor  dealer,  in  which  the  clause  exempt¬ 
ing  apothecaries  from  taking  out  a  liquor  dealer’s  license  under 
certain  conditions,  is  not  contained.  We  clip  from  a  newspaper 
paragraph  the  information  that  a  Philadelphia  druggist  inquired 
of  the  Commissioner  of  Internal  Revenue,  whether  the  exemp¬ 
tion  of  apothecaries  had  ceased  under  the  new  law;  the  answer 
was 

“  That  the  provisions  of  the  law  in  reference  to  apothecaries  were  not  modi¬ 
fied  bv  the  act  in  (jnestion.  They  are  subject  to  the  same  regulations  as  be¬ 
fore,  and  incur  no  additional  liability  to  special  tax  by  reason  of  the  sale  of 
alcohol  in  any  quantities  ;  but  if  they  sell  liquor  in  any  amount,  except  by- 
dispensing  upon  physicians'  prescription,  the  wines  or  spirits  officinal  in  the 
United  States  and  other  national  Pharmacopoeias,  in  quantities  not  exceeding 
half  a  pint  of  either  at  any  one  time,  nor  exceeding  in  aggregate  cost  value 
the  sum  of  $300  per  annum,  they  become  liable  to  the  special  tax  of  retail 
dealers  in  liquor,  and  of  wholesale  dealers  in  liquor,  if  their  sales  of  liquor, 
including  all  other  merchandise,  exceed  $25,000  per  annum.” 

We  have  learned  of  but  one  State  law  in  reference  to  the 
sale  of  spirituous  liquors  by  apothecaries.  The  Honorable  Sec¬ 
retary  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania  has  furnished  us 
with  a  certified  copy  of  Section  5,  of 
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AX  ACT  to  regulate  the  sale  of  Intoxicating  Liquors. 

*******4f-***4<-** 

Section  5.  That  the  provisions  of  this  act  shall  not  extend  to  druggists  and 
apothecaries  who  shall  sell  untnixed  alcohol,  or  compound,  or  sell  any  admix¬ 
ture  of  wine,  alcohol,  spirituous  or  brewed  liquors  in  the  preparation  of  medi¬ 
cines,  or  upon  the  written  prescription  of  a  regular  practicing  physician  : 
Provided,  that  no  druggist  or  apothecary  shall  sell  or  keep  for  sale  under  any 
name  or  pretence  any  preparation  or  admixture  as  aforesaid,  that  may  be  used 
as  a  beverage ;  and  any  violation  of  this  section  shall  be  punished  in  the  man¬ 
ner  prescribed  in  the  twenty-eighth  section  of  this  act. 

•X-************* 

Richardson  L.  Wright,  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Rep's. 

Wm.  M.  Piatt,  Speaker  of  the  Senate. 

Approved  the  thirty-first  day  of  March,  Anno  Domini  one  thousand  eight 
hundred  and  fifty-six. 

Jaiies  Pollock. 


Office  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Commonwealth,  ) 
Harrisburg,  July  22d,  .V.  D.,  1808.  J 

Pennsylvania,  ss  : 

I  do  hereby  certify,  that  the  foregoing  and  annexed  is  a  full,  true  and  cor¬ 
rect  copy  of  Section  5,  of  the  original  act  of  the  General  Assembly,  entitled 
An  act  to  regulate  the  sale  of  intoxicating  liquors,  as  the  same  remains  on 
tile  in  this  office. 

In  testimony  whereof,  I  have  hereunto  set  my  hand  and  caused  the  seal  of 
the  Secretary's  Office  to  be  affixed,  the  day  and  year  above  written. 


j  r-  '  ^  Isaac  B.  Gara, 

,  i  Deputy  Secretary  of  the  Commonwealth. 

The  clause  prohibiting  apothecaries  from  selling  any  spirituous 
preparation  or  admixture  that  may  be  used  as  a  beverage,  un¬ 
doubtedly  refers  to  gin  and  similar  liquors  which  a  number  of 
years  ago  made  their  appearance  under  the  guise  and  garb  of 
patent  medicines,  as  Schiedam  Schnapps,  Medicinal  Holland 
Gin,  &c.,  and  is  applicable  also  to  the  soda  water  syrups  con¬ 
taining  brandy,  rum  and  other  spirituous  liquors. 

Regarding  the  adulteration  of  drugs  and  the  sale  of  adulter¬ 
ated  drugs  and  medicines,  the  law  of  the  State  of  Massachusetts 
appears  to  be  the  most  stringent  of  all  that  have  been  re¬ 
ceived.  Hon.  Oliver  Warner,  Secretary  of  the  Common¬ 
wealth  of  Massachusetts,  writes  ; 


“Section  5,  of  chapter  166  of  the  general  statutes,  imposes  a  fine  not  ex¬ 
ceeding  $400,  or  imprisonment  not  exceeding  one  year,  for  the  adulteration  of 
drugs  and  medicines  ;  the  adulterated  drugs  and  medicines  to  be  forfeited  and 
destroyed.” 
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The  law  of  Kentucky  on  the  same  subject  would  be  quite  as 
stringent,  if  it  was  not  for  the  insertion  of  the  clause  “injurious 
to  health;”  as  furnished  by  Mr.  C.  L.  Diehl,  it  is  as  follows  : 

Section  24. — Adulterated  food,  drink  or  medicine. 

If  any  person  fradulently  ailulterate,  for  the  purpose  of  sale,  any  thing  in¬ 
tended  for  food  or  drink,  or  any  drug  or  inedieine,  with  any  substance  injuri¬ 
ous  to  health,  he  shall  be  confined  in  jail  not  more  than  one  year,  and  fined 
not  exceeding  five  hundred  dollars  ;  and  the  adulterated  article,  by  order  of 
court,  shall  be  destroyed.  (Revised  Statutes  of  Kentucky.  Vol.  1,  page  402.) 

The  insertion  of  this  clause  must  necessarily  render  the  law  in¬ 
effectual  ;  in  reality  it  ftermits  the  adulteration  of  drugs  and 
medicines  as  long  as  they  are  merely  diluted  in  strength  or 
adulterated  with  a  substance  not  injurious  to  health,  as  for  in¬ 
stance  tlie  adulteration  of  cream  of  tartar  with  milk  sugar,  stale 
bread  or  terra  alba;  the  adulteration  of  quinia  with  salicine, 
manniteor  the  loose  fibres  of  cotton,  &c. 

The  laws  of  some  other  States  are  similar  to  the  Kentucky  law. 
The  code  of  Wiseonsin  contains,  in  chapter  171,  the  following  : 

Section  3.  If  any  jiersou  shall  fraudulently  adulterate,  for  the  purpose  of  sale, 
any  drug  or  medicine,  in  such  a  manner  as  to  render  the  same  injurious  to 
health,  he  shall  be  punished  by  imprisonment  in  the  county  jail,  not  more  than 
one  year,  or  by  fine,  not  exceeding  three  hundred  dollars,  and  such  adulterated 
drugs  and  medicines  shall  be  forfeited  and  destroyed. 

Chapter  159  of  the  Revised  Statutes  of  184G.  Sec.  3,  ^  5888. 

The  law  of  Michigan,  as  furnished  by  Mr.  F.  Stearns,  is 
worded  precisely  like  the  foregoing  ;  one  is  evidently  a  copy  from 
the  other. 

In  the  State  of  Virginia  we  find  a  provision  on  this  subject, 
as  follows  ;  it  was  sent  by  Dr.  R.  II.  Stabler  : 

“  Code  18G0,  p.  805.  If  a  free  person  fraudulently  adulterate,  for  the  purpose 
of  sale,  anything  intended  for  food  or  drink,  or  any  drug  or  medicine,  with  any 
substance  injurious  to  health,  he  shall  be  confined  in  jail  not  more  than  one 
year,  and  fined  not  exceeding  five  hundred  dollars  ;  and  the  adulterated  articles 
shall  be  forfeited  and  destroyed,” 

We  do  not  consider  it  necessary  to  enter  into  an  argument 
to  show  the  necessity  of  preserving  the  purity  and  strength  of 
drugs  and  medicines  ;  but  is  it  to  be  supposed  that  laws  such  as 
those  quoted  above  will  prevent  adulteration  ?  Mere  threats  of 
prosecution  and  fine  or  imprisonment  are,  at  least  to  a  great  ex¬ 
tent,  ineffectual  in  this  respect  as  long  as  money  may  be  made, 


or  even  fortunes  amassed  by  practicing  such  frauds.  Even  the 
national  government,  with  its  complex  and  voluminous  apparatus 
and  a  large  number  of  inspectors  and  detectives,  has  been  unable 
to  prevent  enormous  frauds  involving  millions  of  dollars,  in  the 
returns  of  the  manufacture  of  whiskey.  Can  it  be  expected 
that  the  sophistication  of  articles  in  everyday  use,  be  they  medi¬ 
cines  or  provisions,  may  be  prevented  by  threats  alone  ?  AYho 
will  undertake  the  trouble,  the  loss  of  time,  and  all  the  vexations 
connected  with  the  prosecution  of  an  interest  that  commands  an 
immense  capital  because  the  gains  are  immense  ?  who  will  do 
it  unless  he  has  been  injured  in  health  or  property  tliereby  ? 
And  in  such  a  case  the  courts  are  open  to  the  injured,  and  the 
officers  of  the  law  are  bound  to  assist  in  the  prosecution. 

In  consideration  of  our  republican  institutions,  there  appear 
to  be  but  two  ways  to  counteract  that  nefarious  business  carried 
on  by  the  adulterators  ;  one — and  it  is  the  one  most  reliable  aijd 
most  secure — is  to  demand  of  the  dispensers  of  medicine  an 
education  which  fits  them  to  discriminate  between  good  and 
adulterated  articles  ;  the  other,  which  might  be  combined  with 
the  former,  consists  in  giving  publicity,  under  lawful  authority, 
to  the  names  and  business  of  those  not  only  wlio  manufacture, 
but  likewise  those  who  retail  such  adulterated  drugs  and  medi¬ 
cines,  unless  they  are  retailed  in  unbroken  parcels  put  up  by  the 
manufacturer,  whenever  the  fact  of  adulteration  has  been  es¬ 
tablished  before  a  board  of  experts.  How  feasible  this  latter 
plan  is  we  leave  the  association  to  judge. 

The  sale  of  articles  which  may  be  used  for  producing  criminal 
abortion  has  not  been  the  subject  of  legislation  in  any  of  the 
States  heard  from,  except  that  some  of  the  medicines  are  men¬ 
tioned  among  the  poisons,  the  sale  of  which  is  regulated  by  the 
laws  of  several  States.  It  is  questionable  whether  any  good 
would  result  from  the  prohibition  of  their  sale,  since  their 
enumeration  in  the  law  would  rather  tend  to  bring;  those  into 
notoriety  which  are  as  yet  not  popularly  known.  To  this  ob¬ 
jection  must  be  added  the  fact  that  in  some  parts  of  the  country 
several  of  these  articles,  particularly  volatile  oils,  are  habitually 
used  externally  and  in  a  proper  way,  which  use  is,  perhaps, 
entirely  unknown  in  another  section.  To  regulate,  by  legal 
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enactments,  the  sale  of  such  would  be  extremely  difficult  and 
embarrassing,  and  would  most  likely  not  be  productive  of  any 
good  whatever  in  all  those  cases  where  the  volatile  oil  is  obtained 
from  plants  indigenous,  naturalized  or  cultivated  in  this  country, 
which  may  be  gathered  by  any  one,  and  are  daily  offered  for  sale 
in  the  markets  and  the  so-called  herb  stores  of  the  larger  cities. 

The  conscienlious  pharmacist  will  refuse  the  sale  of  all  such 
articles  which  are  used  only  or  chiefly  for  emenagogue  purposes, 
like  ergot  and  all  its  preparations,  and  in  the  sale  of  others 
which  are  likewise  occasionally  employed  for  other  purposes  he 
will  exercise  a  circumspection  that  cannot  be  infused  by  any 
law;  while  the  sale  of  the  former  should  be  prohibited,  the  sale 
of  the  latter  class  might  be  left  to  the  judgment  of  the  phar¬ 
macist  ;  but  he  should  he  capable  to  exercise  such  a  judgment, 
and  thus  we  are  forced  by  this  question  again  to  the  argument 
in  favor  of  proper  pharmacial  education.  To  the  educated 
pharmacist  may  be  safely  left  the  discrimination  between  selling 
or  refusing  to  sell  such  preparations,  at  least  with  the  same 
propriety  that  the  means  to  procure  these  dangerous  medicines 
and  the  instruments  to  produce,  by  mechanical  means,  the  same 
effect,  are  permitted  to  the  educated  physician.  We  do  not 
apjirehend  from  such  a  course  any  increase  of  the  slaughter  of 
unborn  beings,  which,  according  to  high  medical  authority,  is 
practiced  to  such  an  appalling  extent.  The  venal  spirit  of 
cupidity  is  not,  perhaps,  always  eradicated  by  a  professional 
education  ;  at  least  we  may  judge  so  from  the  notorious  facts 
that  criminal  abortion  is  aided,  abetted  and  practiced  by  some 
who  prostitute  the  honorable  professions  of  medicine  and  phar¬ 
macy. 

In  this  connection  permit  us  to  submit  the  question,  whether 
it  would  not  be  high  time  to  prohibit  the  manufacture,  advertis¬ 
ing  and  sale  of  such  nostrums  denominated  “golden  pills,  regu¬ 
lating  pills,  regulating  mixtures,”  etc.,  which  directly  and  indi¬ 
rectly  invite  to  the  commission  of  this  heinous  crime.  Does  a 
portion  of  the  blame  for  its  increase,  perhaps,  attach  to  that 
portion  of  the  newspaper  press,  the  columns  of  which  are  fre¬ 
quently  filh  d  to  some  extent  by  the  advertisements  of  such 
nostrums  ?  We  must  confess  that,  speaking  in  general  terms. 
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the  press  cannot  be  held  responsible  for  the  advertisements  pub¬ 
lished  ;  yet  is  the  case  of  the  vendor  of  patent  and  secret 
medicines  not  precisely  similar  ?  He  sells  these  preparations — 
or  at  least  he  ought  to  sell  them,  not  by  recommending  them  or 
on  his  own  responsibility,  but  upon  the  responsibility  of  the 
manufacturer.  Ho  pharmacists  lend  their  names  and  make 
their  profession  a  cloak  for  the  sale  of  such  articles  which  every 
lady  in  the  country — for  whose  special  benefit  they  pretend  to 
have  been  gotten  up — would  be  ashamed  to  have  found  in  her 
possession  ?  We  hope,  for  the  honor  of  our  own  profession,  that 
such  may  be  isolated  cases,  and  that  their  sale  is  confined  to 
patent  nostrum  men  alone. 

The  laws  in  regard  to  the  sale  of  poisons  appear  to  be  very 
ineffective,  while  it  must  be  admitted  that,  if  faithfully  carried 
out,  they  would  be  productive  of  some  good.  One  feature  appears 
to  have  been  entirely  overlooked  by  all  legislatures,  which  we 
consider  a  very  important  one,  namely,  to  confine  the  sale  of 
poisons  to  such  persons  only  who  are  thoroughly  familiar  with 
all  their  properties.  A  few  laws  do  not  even  prohibit  their  sale 
to  minors  ;  we  think  minors  and  servants  ought  not  to  be  fur¬ 
nished  with  poisons  except  upon  the  written  order  of  their 
guardians  or  employers. 

A  similar  clause  is  contained  in  the  revised  statutes  of  Ken¬ 
tucky,  vol  I,  p.  401 ;  that  portion  having  reference  to  slaves,  of 
course,  has  become  inoperative  in  consequence  of  the  war. 

Sec.  xvii. — Selling  Poisonous  Drugs.  L.  478. 

If  any  person  shall  sell  to,  or  deliver  to,  any  white  person  under  the  age  of 
fifteen  years,  or  to  any  slave  or  free  person  of  color,  any  poisonous  drug  or 
niedicine,  without  the  written  consent  of  the  parent  or  guardian  of  such  minor, 
or  the  master,  or  person  in  law  having  lawful  possession  of  such  slave,  he  shall 
be  fined  one  hundred  dollars. 

The  law  of  New  Mexico  merely  directs  to  label  all  poisons 
with  their  proper  names  in  English  and  Spanish. 

Provisions  for  the  registration  of  sales  of  poison  are  met  with 
in  the  laws  of  Massachusetts  and  Pennsvlvania. 

The  honorable  Secretary  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Massa¬ 
chusetts  gives  the  following  information  : 

Section  1,  (Chapter  166  General  Statutes)  requires  an  apothecary  or  other 
person  who  sells  any  arsenic,  strychnine,  corrosive  sublimate  or  prussic  acid 
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without  the  written  prescription  of  a  physician,  to  keep  a  record  of  the  date 
of  sale,  article,  amount  sold  and  person  to  whom  delivered,  under  a  forfeiture 
of  a  sum  not  less  than  fifty  dollars. 

In  the  State  of  Pennsylvania  we  find 

AN  ACT  to  consolidate,  revise  and  amend  the  penal  laws  of  this  Commonwealth, 
***** 

Section  lO.  No  apothecary,  druggist,  or  other  person,  shall  sell  or  dispose  of, 
by  retail,  any  morphia,  strychnia,  arsenic,  prussic  acid,  or  corrosive  sublimate, 
except  ui)on  the  prescription  of  a  physician,  or  on  the  personal  application  of 
some  respectable  inhabitant  of  full  age,  of  the  town  or  place  in  which  such 
sale  shall  be  made;  in  all  cases  of  such  sale,  the  word  “  poison  ”  shall  be  care¬ 
fully  and  legibly  marked  or  placed  upon  the  label,  package,  bottle,  or  other 
vessel  or  thing  in  which  such  poison  is  contained  ;  and  when  sold  or  disposed 
of  otherwise  than  under  the  prescription  of  a  physician,  the  apothecary,  drug¬ 
gist,  or  other  person  selling  or  disposing  of  the  same,  shall  note  in  a  register, 
kept  for  that  purpose,  the  name  and  residence  of  the  person  to  whom  such  sale 
was  made,  the  quantity  sold,  and  the  date  of  such  sale.  Any  person  offending 
herein  shall  be  guilty  of  a  misdemeanor  and,  on  conviction  thereof,  be  sen¬ 
tenced  to  pay  a  fine  not  exceeding  fifty  dollars. 

***** 

John  M.  Thompson,  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representatives,  pro  tem. 

Wm.  M.  Francis,  Speaker  of  the  Senate. 

Approved  the  thirty-first  day  of  March,  Anno  Domini  one  thousand  eight 
hundred  and  sixty.  Wm.  F.  Packer. 


Office  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Commonwealth,  ) 
Harrisburg,  July  22,  A.  D.  18U8.  / 

Pennsylvania,  ss. 

I  do  herein'  certify  that  the  foregoing  and  annexed  is  a  full,  true  and  correct 
copy  of  Section  VO,  of  the  original  Act  of  the  General  Assembly',  entitled  “An 
Act  to  consolidate,  revise  and  amend  the  penal  laAvs  of  this  Commonwealth,” 
aA  the  same  remains  on  file  in  this  office. 


In  testimony  whereof,  I  have  hereunto  set  my  hand  and  caused  the  seal  of 
the  Secretary’s  Office  to  be  affixed,  the  day  and  year  above  written. 

j  ’ — '  -1  Isaac  B.  Gara, 

^  ,  J  Deputy  Secretary  of  the  Commonwealth. 

The  restriction  of  this  law,  to  sell  poisons  only  to  respectable 
persons  of  full  age,  is  a  good  one,  as  far  as  the  latter  clause  is 
concerned,  but  the  pharmacist  might  occasionally  get  himself 
into  trouble  if  he  should  refuse  to  sell  on  the  ground  of  insuflB- 
cient  respectability.  The  recording  of  each  sale  is  made  obliga¬ 
tory  ;  the  number  of  poisons  is  limited  to  five,  so  that  in  Penn- 
.sylvania  we  may,  according  to  the  law,  sell  opium  and  all  the 
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crude  poisonous  drugs  without  restriction,  and  are  required  to 
record,  of  the  poisonous  alkaloids,  only  morphia  and  strychnia. 

The  poison  law  of  the  State  of  New  York  is  more  stringent, 
and  the  list  of  poisons  is  considerably  increased,  though  in  this 
respect  it  can  scarcely  be  called  practical.  It  is  as  follows : 

AX  ACT  to  regulate  the  Sale  of  Poisons.  Passed  April  16.  1860. 

The  people  of  the  State  of  Xew  York,  represented  in  Senate  and  Assemblv, 
do  enact  as  follows: 

Section  1.  Xo  person  shall  sell  or  give  any  poison  or  poisonous  substance 
without  recording  in  a  book,  to  be  kept  for  that  purpose,  the  name  of  the  per¬ 
son  receiving  said  poison,  and  his  or  her  residence  ;  together  with  the  name 
and  residence  of  some  person  as  witness  to  such  sale,  excepting  upon  the 
written  order  or  prescription  of  some  regularl}' authorized  practising  physician 
whose  name  must  be  attached  to  such  order.  Such  book  shall  be  kept  open 
for  inspection. 

§  3.  Xo  person  shall  sell,  give  or  dispose  of  any  poison  or  poisonous  sub¬ 
stance  except  upon  the  order  or  prescription  of  a  regularly  authorized  practis¬ 
ing  physician,  without  attaching  the  vial,  box  or  parcel  containing  such  poison¬ 
ous  substance  with  the  name  and  residence  of  such  person,  and  the  word 
“  poison,”  all  printed  upon  it  with  red  ink;  together  with  the  name  of  such 
poison  written  or  printed  thereon  in  plain  and  legible  characters. 

§  3.  The  provisions, shall  apply  to  the  following  poisonous  substances,  except 
when  sold  in  wholesale  quantities  of  one  pound  or  over,  viz.  :  arsenic  and  its 
various  preparations,  oxalic  acid,  corrosive  sublimate,  chloroform,  sugar  of 
lead,  tartar  emetic,  opium  and  its  preparations,  oil  of  bitter  almonds,  cyanurets 
of  potassium,  mercury,  silver  and  zinc,  deadly  nightshade,  henbane,  poison 
hemlock,  prussic  acid,  aconite  and  its  various  preparations,  atropia  and  its 
salts,  cantharides,  croton  oil,  daturia  and  its  salts,  delphinia  and  its  salts  digi¬ 
talis  and  its  preparations,  nux  vomica  and  its  preparations,  elaterium,  ergot 
and  its  preparations,  veratria  and  its  salts,  cannabis  indica  and  its  preparations. 

I  4.  An}"  person  infringing  any  of  the  provisions  of  this  Act  shall,  upon  con¬ 
viction,  be  deemed  guilt}-  of  a  misdemeanor,  and  shall  be  punished  by  a  fine 
not  exceeding  fifty  dollars. 

I  5.  This  Act  shall  only  apply  to  incorporated  cities  and  villages  having  a 
population  of  1000  inhabitants  and  upwards,  in  this  State. 

The  laws  of  Michigan  go  still  farther.  The  revised  statutes  of 
that  State,  published  in  1846,  require  the  correct  labelling  of 
every  poison,  and  a  separate  Act  providing  for  the  registration 
of  each  sale : 

(5890.)  Section  5.  Every  apothecary,  druggist  or  other  person  who  shall  sel 
and  deliver  any  arsenic,  corrosive  sublimate,  prussic  acid,  or  any  other  sub¬ 
stance  or  liquid  usually  denominated  poisonous,  or  any  tartar  emetic,  without 
having  the  word  “  poison  ”  and  the  true  name  thereof  written  or  printed  upon 
a  label  attached  to  the  vial,  box  or  parcel  containing  the  same,  shall  be  pun¬ 
ished  by  a  fine  not  exceeding  one  hundred  dollars. 
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A  peculiar  provision  of  the  following  law  is  that  the  register 
of  poison  sales  is  to  be  kept  open  for  the  inspection  of  any  police 
officer  or  physician  ;  it  is  probably  chiefly  intended  to  obtain  re¬ 
liable  information  in  cases  of  accidental  or  designed  poisoning : 

AX  ACT  for  the  belter  regulation  of  the  Sale  of  Poisons. 

Section  1.  The  people  of  the  State  of  Michigan  enact :  That  every  apothecary, 
druggist  or  other  person  who  sells  any  arsenic,  strychnine,  corrosive  sublimate, 
prussic  acid  or  other  poison,  shall  keep  a  record  of  the  date  of  such  sale,  the 
article  and  amount  thereof  sold,  and  the  person  or  persons  to  whom  delivered, 
and  their  residence,  which  record  shall  be  open  to  the  inspection  of  any  police 
officer  or  physician  during  the  business  hours  of  each  day ;  and  each  and  every 
neglect  to  keep  such  record  as  herein  provided  shall  be  deemed  a  misdemeanor, 
and  the  person  or  persons  guilty  thereof  shall,  upon  conviction,  be  liable  to  a 
tine  not  exceeding  fifty  dollars. 

Section  2.  The  giving  a  false  or  fictitious  name  to  the  apothecary,  druggist, 
or  other  person  from  whom  such  poison  was  purchased,  shall  be  deemed  a 
misdemeanor,  and  the  person  or  persons  guilty  thereof  shall,  upon  conviction 
thereof,  be  liable  to  a  fine  not  exceeding  fifty  dollars. 

(Approved  .March  17,  1863.) 

Section  6,  chapter  171  of  the  revised  statutes  of  Wisconsin  is 
almost  literally  identical  with  §  5890  of  the  Michigan  statutes. 
It  was  amended  at  the  last  session  of  the  Legislature,  and  now 
reads  as  follows : 

AN  ACT  relative  to  the  sale  of  poison,  and  amendatory  to  section  6  of  chapter  171  of 
the  revised  statutes,  entitled  an  act  “  of  offences  against  the  public  health." 

The  people  of  the  State  of  Wisconsin,  represented  in  Senate  and  Assembly, 
do  enact  as  follows  : 

Section  1.  Section  6  of  chapter  171  of  the  revised  statutes  is  hereby  amended 
so  as  to  rea<l  as  follows  :  “Section  6.  That  every  apothecary,  druggist  or  other 
person  who  shall  sell  or  give  away,  except  upon  the  prescription  of  a  regular 
physician,  any  article  or  articles  of  medicine  belonging  to  the  class  usually 
known  as  poisons,  shall  require  :  First.  To  register  in  a  book  kept  for  that 
express  purpose  the  name,  age  and  sex  of  the  person  obtaining  such  poison. 
Second.  The  quantity  sold.  Third.  The  purpose  for  which  it  is  required. 
Fourth.  The  day  and  date  on  which  it  was  obtained.  Fifth.  The  name  and 
place  of  abode  af  the  person  for  whom  the  article  is  intended.  Sixth.  To  care¬ 
fully  mark  the  word  ‘poison’  upon  the  label  or  wrapper  of  each  vial  or  pack¬ 
age.  Seventh.  Neither  to  sell  or  give  away  any  article  of  poison  to  minors  of 
either  sex.” 

Section  2.  That  any  person  offending  against  the  provisions  of  this  act  shall 
be  deemed  guilty  of  a  misdemeanor,  and,  upon  conviction  thereof,  shall  be  fined 
in  any  sum  not  less  than  twenty  nor  more  than  one  hundred  dollars,  at  the 
discretion  of  any  court  of  competent  jurisdiction. 
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Section  3.  This  act  shall  take  effect  and  be  in  force  from  and  after  its  passage 
and  publication. 

Approved  March  4,  1868. 

The  act  of  March  15th,  1862,  contains  in  the  main  the  same 
provisions,  but  is  generally  less  explicit  and  stringent.  Section 
2  requires  to  attach  to  each  parcel  a  label,  with  the  name  and 
residence  of  the  person  selling  it,  with  the  word  ‘•‘■poison" 
printed  or  written  upon  it,  together  with  the  name  of  each  poison 
written  or  printed  thereon,  in  plain  and  legible  characters.  The 
new  law  directs  the  word  ‘•‘■poison  ”  to  be  carefully  marked  upon 
the  label  or  wrapper  of  each  vial  or  package.  The  marking  of 
merely  the  wrapper  of  a  vial  defeats  the  object  of  the  law,  which 
should  read,  “upon  the  vial  and  wrapper.” 

The  law  of  1862  is  interesting  yet  for  the  enumeration  of  the 
poisons,  the  names  of  which  were  evidently  taken  from  the  New 
York  law,  and  merely  placed  in  alphabetical  order,  by  a  person 
possessing  no  knowledge  whatever  of  these  poisons.  The  phrase 
“  and  its  preparations  ”  has  been  left  out,  and  in  two  instances 
the  names  of  some  of  these  preparations  have  been  added;  by 
this  strange  proceeding  it  happens  that  of  all  the  preparations 
of  opium,  only  laudanum  and  morphia,  and  of  the  preparations 
of  nux  vomica  only  strychnia,  are  enumerated.  The  unacquaint¬ 
ance  with  poisons  of  the  person  proposing  the  law  must  account 
for  the  numerous  errors  in  spelling,  and  for  the  ludicrous  fact 
that,  by  completely  misunderstanding  the  enumeration,  by  the 
New  York  law,  of  the  “  cyanurets  of  potassium,  mercury,  silver 
and  zinc,”  this  Wisconsin  law  mentions  cyanurets  of  potassium, 
and  classes  the  metals  mercury,  zinc  and  silver  with  the 
poisons. 

The  section  reads  as  follows: 

Section  3.  These  provisions  shall  apph'  to  the  following  poisonous  substances, 
excepting  when  sold  in  wholesale  quantities  of  one  pound  or  over,  viz  :  arsenic, 
aconite,  atropia  and  its  salts,  cantharides,  cannabis  indica,  chloroform,  cor¬ 
rosive  sublimate,  cyanurets  of  potassium,  croton  oil,  daturia,  deadly  night¬ 
shade,  digitalis,  delphinia  and  its  salts,  elaterium,  ergot  and  its  preparations, 
henbane,  laudanum,  mercury,  morphine,  nux  vomica,  oil  of  bitter  almonds, 
opium,  oxalic  acid,  poison  hemlock,  prussic  acid,  silver,  sugar  of  lead,  strych¬ 
nia,  veratria  and  its  salts,  and  zinc. 

The  provisions  of  the  law  of  the  State  of  Mississippi  on  the 
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same  subject,  publisbed  in  the  revised  code  of  laws  of  that  State 
in  1857,  and  copied  for  your  committee  by  Mr.  Matthew  F. 
Ash,  are  in  the  main  similar  to  the  new  law  of  Wisconsin. 

An  act  regulating  the  sale  of  Foisoyis. 

*  -Sf-  **********  * 

Article  2.  Every  druggist,  apotliccar3',  or  other  person  who  shall  sell  or  give 
away,  exeejit  upon  the  written  preserijition  of  a  physieian,  any  article  of  medi¬ 
cine  belonging  to  the  class  usually  known  as  poisons,  shall  be  required  to 
register,  in  a  book  kept  for  that  i)urpose,  the  name,  age,  sex  and  color  of  the 
person  obtaining  such  poison  ;  the  ([uantity  sold  ;  the  purpose  for  which  it 
was  required  ;  the  day  anil  date  on  which  it  -was  oldained  ;  and  the  name  and 
place  of  abode  of  the  jierson  for  whom  the  article  is  intended  ;  and  he  shall 
carefully  mark  the  word  “poison”  upon  the  label  or  wrapper  of  each  package. 

Article  3.  No  druggist,  apothecarj'  or  other  jierson  shall  sell  or  give  aw^ay  any 
article  of  poison  to  anj'  minor  of  either  sex;  nor  to  any  slave,  without  the 
w  ritten  order  of  the  master,  or  the  person  having  control  of  such  slave,  or  of  a 
physician. 

Article  4.  No  druggist,  apothecary  or  other  person  shall  be  permitted  to  sell  or 
give  away,  excejit  to  physicians,  any  quantity  of  arsenic  less  than  one  pound, 
without  first  mixing  soot  or  indigo  therewith,  in  the  proportion  of  one  ounce  of 
soot  or  half  an  ounce  of  indigo  to  the  jiound  of  arsenic. 

Those  portions  of  several  of  the  foregoing  laws,  relating  to 
slaves,  have  of  course,  in  consequence  of  the  late  war,  become 
inoperative.  The  object  of  Article  4  is  evidently  to  distinguish 
at  sight  arsenic  from  the  numerous  white  powders  used  in  the 
kitchen,  but  the  direction  to  color  it  for  sales  in  quantities  less 
than  a  pound  is  absurd  ;  it  ought  to  make  it  requisite  in  all 
cases  when  it  is  to  he  used  for  other  than  chemiical  or  technical 
purposes,  no  matter  how  large  or  small  the  quantity  sold. 

A  copy  of  the  hnv  regulating  sales  of  poisons  in  the  District 
of  Columbia  has  not  been  received. 

Those  quoted  and  mentioned  above  are  all  the  laws  on  this 
subject  of  which  your  Committee  has  been  inforpaed.  In  a 
critical  review  of  the  provisions  of  these  various  acts,  we  have 
to  ask  the  question  of  the  object,  the  intention  of  a  law  restrict¬ 
ing  the  sale  of  poisons.  It  undoubtedly  is  to  prevent  the  crim¬ 
inal  use  of  the  poisonous  drugs  and  preparations,  and  their  being 
mistaken  for  harmless  articles  of  similar  appearance.  It  would 
seem  that  a  distinction  ought  to  be  drawn  between  those  potently 
poisonous  chemical  preparations  which  produce  death  when  given 
in  very  small  quantities,  some  of  them  in  doses  of  less  than  a 
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grain,  and  bet'ween  those  poisonous  articles  which  to  destroy 
require  a  larger  dose,  or  with  the  uses  of  which  the  public  are 
more  or  less  familiar.  Could  it  be  done  in  the  face  of  our  free 
institutions,  to  absolutely  prohibit  the  sale  of  the  most  potent 
poisonous  alkaloids  and  neutral  principles  in  whatever  form  they 
may  be  ?  Perhaps  so,  though  it  is  very  doubtful,  and  this  doubt 
is  strengthejied  by  the  fact  that,  for  instance,  strychnia  is  used  in 
certain  localities  in  large  quantities  for  the  destruction  of  fero¬ 
cious  animals,  and  by  the  provisions  of  various  acts  above,  which, 
of  any  poison,  merely  require  the  registration  of  the  sale.  He 
who  wants  to  use  the  poison  for  self-destruction,  will  find  the 
means  to  accomplish  his  purpose,  no  matter  what  restrictions 
may  be  placed  upon  the  sale  in  small  quantities  of  many  or  all 
poisons.  Many  poisonous  substances  are  used  in  the  arts  in 
considerable  quantities,  and  they  may  be  obtained  without  diflB- 
culty ;  then  it  is  to  be  considered  that,  through  long  continued 
habit,  our  public  have  become  familiar  with  the  use  of  some  very 
poisonous  medical  agents  and  compounds,  the  sale  of  which  can 
never  be  stopped  by  any  legal  enactment.  Any  and  all  such 
articles  may  serve  the  purpose  of  the  suicide. 

It  is  different,  however,  when  the  object  is  the  destruction  of 
others  ;  then  it  becomes  necessary  for  the  murderer  to  use  cer¬ 
tain  agents  devoid  of  strong  repulsive  odor  and  disagreeable 
taste,  and  to  cover  up  the  fact  of  the  possession  of  poison  to 
avoid  suspicion.  To  meet  such  cases,  it  is  without  doubt  the 
duty  of  the  law  to  interpose  as  many  obstacles  for  obtaining  the 
poison  as  can  be  done  without  arbitrary  and  oppressive  legisla¬ 
tion.  The  rigid  enforcement  of  a  poison  registration  law  would 
probably  accomplish  this  object. 

Tlie  enumeration  by  the  law  of  the  poisons  of  which  regis¬ 
tration  shall  be  required,  we  consider  objectionable,  since  it  could 
at  best  be  incomplete  and  would  burden  the  law  with  numerous 
names  'of  articles  perhaps  never  called  for  except  upon  the 
written  order  of  a  physician  ;  but  the  plan  seems  feasible,  and 
we  respectfully  recommend  it  to  your  favorable  consideration,  to 
suggest  to  the  next  Committee  revising  our  national  Pharmaco¬ 
poeia,  to  append  to  that  volume  tables  of  those  articles  and 
preparations  regarded  as  very  poisonous,  poisonous  and  hazard- 
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ous.  The  laws  might  merely  refer  to  the  sale  of  the  poisons  re¬ 
garded  as  such  by  the  Pharmacopoeia  of  the  United  States,  and 
to  such  new  remedies  which  may  from  time  to  time  be  introduced 
into  the  practice  of  medicine,  the  sale  of  the  very  poisonous 
articles  to  he  duly  registered,  the  vials  and  packages  to  be 
marked  with  a  label  containing  the  proper  name  of  the  article 
sold,  the  word  “  poison  ”  and  the  running  number  of  the  regis¬ 
ter  under  which  each  special  sale  shall  have  been  recorded. 
Drugs  and  preparations  considered  poisonous  and  hazardous  by 
the  Pharmacopoeia  would  not  require  registration;  but  the  label 
of  each  bottle  and  package  of  the  poisonous  articles  should  have 
printed,  say  in  red  ink,  their  names  and  the  word  “poison.” 

Hazardous  medicines  should  be  labelled,  cautioning  the  pur¬ 
chaser  in  its  use,  as  for  instance,  “  Poisonous  in  over  doses,” 
“  Poisonous  when  taken  internally,”  &c.,  such  caution  to  be 
printed  in  a  different  colored  ink. 

The  sale  of  poisonous  and  hazardous  medicines  might  be  left 
to  the  discrimination  of  the  pharmacist,  who  would  have  to  be 
required  to  exercise  care  and  prudent  judgement  whenever  and 
by  whomsoever  they  maybe  called  for.  Tlie  sale  of  the  danger¬ 
ous  poisons  should  be  restricted  to  known  adults  and  the  male  or 
female  heads  of  families,  and  upon  their  written  orders  only  to 
their  servants  and  grown  up  children. 

The  register  should  contain  the  particulars  as  now  required 
by  some  of  the  laws  above  reported,  and  each  sale  should  be 
numbered  in  regular  order.  The  right  to  sell  poisonous  medi¬ 
cines  should  be  confined  only  to  parties  who  are  familiar  with 
their  jdiysical  and  chemical  properties  and  proper  doses. 

While  such  restrictions  and  regulations  would  impose  a  little 
trouble  to  the  pharmacist,  they  would,  we  believe,  tend  to  lessen 
the  danger  of  accidents,  and  increase  the  chances  of  identifica¬ 
tion  of  those  who  would  procure  deadly  poisons  for  criminal 
purposes. 

The  enactment  of  such  laws  would,  however,  be  scarcely  suf¬ 
ficient  for  the  protection  of  the  public  and  the  furtherance  of 
the  ends  of  justice  if  they  would  be  allowed  to  become  practically 
inoperative.  We  must  again  state  it  as  our  opinion  that  threats 
of  fine  and  imprisonment  alone  will  not  insure  the  compliance 
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of  all  with  such  or  similar  restrictions,  nor  will  it  have  the  effect 
even  if  coupled  with  a  provision^similar  to  the  one  existing  in 
Michigan,  to  have  the  register  open  at  all  times  to  the  inspec¬ 
tion  of  police  officers  and  physicians.  It  should  be  made  some¬ 
body’s  duty  to  examine  into  these  facts  ;  but  we  do  not  believe 
that  police  officers  are  exactly  the  persons  to  be  entrusted  with 
such  a  duty,  nor  should,  for  reasons  stated  before,  physicians  be 
required  to  see  to  the  fulfillment  of  such  regulations.  The  re¬ 
striction  of  the  Internal  Revenue  law,  allowing  apothecaries  to 
sell,  without  a  liquor  dealer’s  license,  officinal  wines  and  liquors 
only  upon  the  Avritten  prescription  of  a  physician  and  in  quanti¬ 
ties  not  exceeding  half  a  pint,  has  been,  since  it  became  a  law, 
and  is  still  violated  every  day  by  a  portion  of  both  physicians 
and  pharmacists,  the  former  insisting  that  the  sale  of  it  as  a 
medicine  does  not  require  a  prescription,  or  that  a  verbal  order 
is  sufficient ;  the  latter  frequently  hushing  up  their  conscience 
by  printing  or  writing  upon  their  liquor  labels  “  for  medicinal 
purposes  only.”  Yet  in  the  face  of  these  continual  flagrant  viola¬ 
tions  of  the  law,  we  have  not  heard  of  a  single  case  of  prosecution 
under  it ;  for  who  would  be  mean  enough  to  act  as  a  spy  and  in¬ 
former  unless  it  was  his  duty  ?  or  rather,  since  it  is  the  duty  of 
every  citizen  to  see  that  the  laAV  is  obeyed,  ivlio  tvill  move  first 
in  this  matter  ? 

It  would  be  useless  to  enact  laws,  no  matter  how  good  their 
object  and  how  beneficial  their  intended  effect,  without  better 
and  stricter  safeguards  as  to  their  fulfillment.  The  means  to 
arrive  at  such  a  result  are,  we  believe,  easy.  Two  views  present 
themselves  :  first,  it  might  be  made  the  duty  of  the  examining 
board,  provided  by  law  as  suggested  above,  to  interrogate  and 
examine,  at  least  once  a  year,  every  apothecary  in  business  in 
regard  to  his  compliance  with  the  various  acts  relating  to  the 
practice  of  pharmacy,  to  examine  his  register,  etc.  Or,  second, 
every  pharmacist  might  be  required  annually  to  make  a  written 
statement  to  a  county  court,  setting  forth  therein  that  he  has 
complied  and  intends  to  comply,  to  the  best  of  his  ability,  with 
all  the  laws  aflecting  his  profession,  the  laws  to  be  quoted  by 
their  titles. 

We  have  sufficient  confidence  in  the  honor  and  integrity  of  the 
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great  majority  of  practical  pharmacists  to  believe  that,  under 
circumstances  similar  to  those  Suggested,  they  would  conform  to 
the  law  ;  but  that  minority  which,  notwithstanding  such  state¬ 
ments,  would  not  live  up  to  their  assertions,  what  could  be  done 
with  them  ?  This  brings  us  back  to  the  point  of  prosecution,  to 
undertake  which  nobody  could  be  found  unless  his  official  duty 
demands  it. 

There  is  one  means  yet,  in  conjunction  with  the  above,  which 
might,  perhaps,  secure  such  a  desirable  end.  It  would  lie  in  the 
direction  which  has  been  embraced  with  much  success  by  the 
medical  fraternity  in  many  States,  namely,  in  the  formation  of 
county  pharmacial  societies,  connecting  therewith  pharmacial 
censors,  whose  duty  it  would  be  to  exercise  a  strict  supervision 
in  regard  to  the  compliance  with  all  laws  relating  to  Pharmacy  ; 
a  rigid  enforcement  of  the  power  to  expel  delinquent  members 
from  the  society  and  to  break  off  all  professional  intercourse 
with  them,  would  be  the  necessary  consequence  of  such  a  course. 
The  professions  of  law  and  of  medicine  have  profited  by  similar 
courses  ;  will  Pharmacy  make  good  her  claim  to  a  profession  by 
following  their  example  ? 

Regarding  law's  regulating  the  practice  of  pharmacy,  we  have 
received  the  following  information  from  Mr.  Ilennell  Stevens,  of 
Columbia,  Brazos  county,  Texas,  in  relation  to  this  State  : 

“As  might  be  expected,  there  are  no  laws  relating  to  the  practice  of  phar¬ 
macy  in  this  State.  Except  in  the  larger  towns,  the  sale  of  drugs  is  in  the 
hands  of  the  store-keepers,  and  every  physician  carries  with  him  and  makes 
up  his  own  medicines.  It  is  not  likely  that  laws  relating  to  the  matter  will 
he  passed  for  a  long  time  to  come.  Of  course  your  other  questions  can  all  be 
answered  iu  the  negative.” 

The  picture  presented  to  us  in  this  description  of  affairs  in 
Texas  is  undoubtedly  applicable  also  to  many  of  the  thinly 
populated  portions  of  other  States.  Yet  if  we  read  the  letter 
from  the  Executive  Department  of  the  Territory  of  New  Mexico, 
which  we  shall  presently  present  to  you,  we  must  express  the 
hope  that  the  time  will  not  be  distant  when  the  life  and  health 
of  the  entire  population  of  the  North  American  continent — from 
the  almost  tropical  shores  of  the  Gulf  of  Mexico  to  the  subarctic 
regions  of  Alaska — will  enjoy  the  privilege  of  not  having  to 
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submit  to  the  maltreatment  of  ignorant  pretenders  in  medicine, 
nor  to  the  crimes  of  vendors  of  trash,  calling  it  medicine. 

The  condition  in  this  respect  of  our  neighbors  in  Central 
America  does  not  appear  to  be  better  than  in  many  of  the 
States  of  the  Union.  Mr.  J.  C.  Herbruger,  of  Panama,  writes: 

“  There  are  no  laws  in  this  republic  (Colombia)  regulating  or  iii  any  way 
relating  to  the  practice  of  pharmacy,  it  being  entirely  free  to  be  followed  by 
any  person  whether  competent  or  not. 

“  Pharmacy  as  a  science  is  seldom  met  with  in  Colombia  ;  it  has  more  the 
character  of  a  commercial  occupation.  There  are  no  societies  or  associations 
in  Colombia  for  the  advance  or  protection  of  pharmacy.  Apprenticeship  is 
unknown.” 

We  now  ask  the  privilege  of  laying  before  your  body  the 
official  communications  of  the  E.xecutive  Departments  of  those 
States  in  which  no  laws  of  the  nature  treated  of  above  are  in 
force,  or  from  which  copies  of  such  laws  have  not  been  commu¬ 
nicated  ;  they  are  arranged  in  the  order  in  which  they  were 
received. 


Statz  of  Mew  York.  Execctite  Pepartment.  I 
July  2j!,  1SC8.  j 

Dear  Sir : 

The  Governor  directs  me  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  favor  of  the 
twentieth  inst.  with  enclosures,  and  to  thank  you  for  the  views  a’OU  express. 
It  is  suggested  that  the  facts  you  mention  might  properly  be  embodied  in  a 
memorial  to  the  nest  Legislature. 


Very  respectfully, 

George  S.  II.astivgs,  Private  Secretary. 

John  Milhau,  President  American  Pharmaceutical  Society,  \ 

Xew  I'orlc  City,  j 


State  of  Florida.  Execvtive  Office.  ) 
Tallahassee,  July  22d,  ISOS.  / 

•John'  M.  Maisch,  Secretary  Pharmaceutical  Association  : 

Sir;  I  am  instructed  by  his  Excellency,  the  Governor  of  Florida,  to  inform 
you  that  up  to  this  date  there  has  been  no  important  legislation  in  reference 
to  the  practice  of  Pharmacy. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

G.  B.  Carse,  Private  Secretary. 


State  of  Missovki.  office  of  Secret.irt  of  State.  1 
City  of  Jefferson,  July  2:id,  18G8.  / 

Mr.  Johx  M.  Maisch,  1607  Ridge  Avenue,  Philadelphia,  Penn. 

Sir:  Your  communication  of  July  14th,  68,  addressed  to  his  Excellency, 

Governor  Fletcher,  has  been  referred  to  this  office  ;  and  in  reply  I  would  inform 

you  the  State  of  Missouri  has  no  laws  in  regard  to  the  same. 

Very  respectfully,  &c., 

Francis  Rodman,  Secretary  of  State, 
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Executive  Department.  State  op  Alabama,  > 
MimtgomrTy,  July  24, 18C8.  > 

JoiiN  iM.  Maisch,  Esq.,  1607  Ridge  Avenue,  Philadelphia. 

Sir;  His  E.xcellency.  Wm.  11.  Smith,  Governor  of  Alabama,  acknowledges 
the  receipt  of  your  favor  of  tlie  14th  inst.,  relative  to  pharmacy,  and  directs 
me  to  reply  thereto.  The  statute  books  of  Alabama  are  entirely  silent  upon 
the  subject  of  pharmacy. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

D.  L.  Dalton, 

Secretary. 

State  of  Kansas,  office  of  lSecretakt  of  State,! 

T'oji/e/.a,  July  28th,  t8U8.  J 

John  M.  Maiscii,  Esq. 

J)ear  Sir :  In  reiily  to  your  circular  directed  to  the  Governor  of  this  State, 
1  am  by  him  directed  to  inform  you  that  as  yet  our  Legislature  has  passed  no 
law  on  the  subject  of  Pharmacy. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

R.  J.  BARKEn, 

Secretary  of  State. 

Executive  Office,  Territory  of  Nett  Mexico,  ! 

T’e,  July  29th,  1 81)8.  J 

.M.  .Maisch,  Esq.,  Secretary  Am.  Phar.  Association,  Philadelphia,  Pa. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  circular  letter  on 
the  general  subject  of  pharmacy  in  the  United  States,  and  requesting  informa¬ 
tion  of  laws  in  force  in  this  Territory  in  relation  thereto. 

Ill  answer  thereto,  I  have  to  state  that  there  is  no  general  law  on  the  subject 
of  pharmacy  in  New  Me.xico.  Upon  our  statute  books  is  one  special  law  only 
in  relation  to  the  sale  of  poisons,  requiring  that,  ujion  their  sale  by  druggists, 
these  shall  be  very  plainly  labelled  in  both  Spanish  and  English. 

A  law  upon  this  subject  is  very  essential  everywhere,  and  it  will  give  me 
pleasure  to  assist,  at  the  coming  session  of  our  Legislature  in  December,  as 
well  as  to  recommend  the  [lassage  of  a  law  such  as  shall  guard  the  public  and 
carry  out  the  objects  of  your  Association. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  H.  Heath, 

Acting  Governor,  ^c.,  ^c.,  New  Mexico. 


State  of  Min.nesoia,  Executive  Department,  ) 

St.  Faul,  August  1,  181)8.  J 

John  M.  Maisch,  Esq.,  ) 

Perin’t.  See.  Ainer.  PharmacT  Association.  \ 

Sir: — Gov.  .Marshall  directs  me  to  acknowledge  receipt  of  your  favor  of 
July  14,  with  its  enclosure,  and  to  reply  thereto. 

I  have  to  say  that  there  are  no  laws  in  force  here,  and  none  have  been  pro¬ 
posed  for  enactment,  governing  or  concerning  the  subject  of  your  inquiry. 
There  is  not,  to  my  knowledge,  any  association  of  pharmacists  in  Minnesota, 
but  I  may  not  be  fully  informed  herein. 

1  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  P.  Jennison, 

Private  Secretary. 
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State  or  Nevada,  Executive  Hepaetmext,  ) 
Carsmi  Vxly,  Aiig.  19th,  ISuS.  / 

Dear  Sir : — I  am  requested  by  his  Excellency,  Gov.  H.  G.  BlasJel,  to  ac¬ 
knowledge  his  receipt  of  your  circular  letter  of  July  1st,  1868,  making  in¬ 
quiries  respecting  laws  of  this  State  upon  the  subject  of  the  jiractice  of 
pharmacy,  &c,,  and  to  say  in  rejily  that  there  is  as  yet  no  statute  of  this  State 
(which  is  yet  quite  3mung)  upon  any  of  the  matters  you  solicit  inform, ation 
upon,  nor  any  legally  established  practice  ;  nor  is  there  any  medical  or  phar¬ 
maceutical  institution  in  this  State, 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  &o., 

Thomas  Wells, 

Private  Secretary^  ^c. 

JoHX  M.  Maisch,  Esq.,  f 

Permanent  See.  A.  P.  A.,  Ac.  j 

St.ate  of  Rhode  Island,  Ac.,  Secretary’s  Office,  I 
Providence,  Aug.  24,  1808.  j 

John  M.  Maisch,  Esq. 

Dear  Sir ; — I  have  received  your  circular  relative  to  laws  bearing  on  the 
practice  of  pharmacy  in  this  State,  and  in  reply  beg  leave  to  state  that  there 
are  no  laws  on  the  subject,  none  even  to  regulate  the  sale  of  poisons. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

John  R.  Bartlett, 
Secretary  of  Slate. 


State  of  Iowa.  Executive  Pepaetment,  1 
Des  Moines,  Sept,  1,  1808.  j 

John  M.  AIaisch,  Esq. 

Dear  Sir; — Your  letter  enclosing  circular  is  at  hand. 

Gov.  Merrill  directs  me  to  express  his  sympathj^  with  the  objects  of  your 
Association,  and  expresses  the  hope  of  its  success.  Little  legislation  has  as 
yet  been  effected  upon  the  subject  of  pharmacy',  and  he  hopes  much  more  may 
be  secured  in  this  direction. 

Respectfully  yours, 

Jno,  S.  Runnells, 

Private  Sec.  of  Gov. 

By  a  careful  perusal  of  these  comraiinications,  you  will  observe 
that  all  express,  either  directly  or  indirectly,  their  sympathy 
with  the  cause  of  pharmacy  and  their  willingness  to  further  the 
objects  of  our  Association.  The  same  statement  holds  good  of 
those  communications  from  the  authorities  of  the  other  States, 
which  were  accompanied  by  copies  of  laws  and  other  informa¬ 
tion.  We  have,  therefore,  every  reason  to  congratulate  ourselves 
for  the  probable  success  of  our  object  to  serve  the  public  by  our 
earnest  endeavors  to  raise  pharmacy  to  that  dignity  which  it 
deserves  among  the  professions. 

We  feel  sure  that  our  plans  will  be  heartily  seconded  by  the 
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medical  profession  of  tlie  entire  country,  which  counts  among 
its  members  many  whose  names  are  well  known  throughout  and 
beyond  the  limits  of  the  country  for  learning,  research  and  skill. 
We  feel  equally  sure  that  tbe  combined  efforts  of  these  two 
branches  of  the  healing  art  will  be  successful,  and  ultimately 
productive  of  incalculable  benefit  to  the  public. 

In  order  to  mature  a  plan  upon  which  this  Association  might 
take  definite  action,  we  respectfully  offer  the  following  resolu¬ 
tion  :* 

Resolved,  That  the  President  and  ex-Presidents  of  this  Association,  attend¬ 
ing  this  meeting,  be  appointed  a  Committee  to  take  into  consideration, 

1st.  The  propriety  of  drafting  a  law  regulating  the  entire  practice  of  phar¬ 
macy,  to  be  presented  to  the  legislatures  of  the  ditl’erent  States  and  Territories 
for  their  adoption,  together  with  a  memorial  setting  forth  the  duties  of  the 
profession  to  the  public  and  its  actual  and  contemplated  status  ; 

2d.  The  propriet3'  of  inviting  the  co-operation  of  the  American  Jtedical 
Association,  and  of  the  local  Medical  and  Pharmaceutical  Societies  ; 

And  that  the  Committee  thus  appointed  be  requested  to  report  at  a  subse¬ 
quent  session. 

Your  Committee  has  reported  to  you  all  the  information  in 
regard  to  colleges  of  pharmacy,  bearing  on  the  subject  treated 
of  in  this  report,  which  has  come  into  their  possession.  We 
cannot,  however,  refrain  from  communicating  to  you  the  flatter¬ 
ing  notice  taken  of  one  of  these  institutions  by  the  Secretary  of 
the  Commonwealth  in  the  capital  of  which  it  is  located.  He  writes 
as  follows : 

“The  Massachusetts  College  of  Pharmacy,  incorporated  in  the  year  1852, 
judges  as  to  the  qualifications  of  persons  admitted  to  practice  ;  and  with  a 
view  to  the  proper  education  of  j’oung  pharmacists  and  druggists,  has  estab¬ 
lished  a  course  of  lectures,  which  have  been  well  attended,  in  this  city,  and 
money  has  been  raised  to  render  these  lectures  permanent.” 

It  is  likewise  very  gratifying  to  your  Committee  to  he  able  to 
report  to  you  of  the  organization  in  Canada  of  two  Pharmacial 
Associations,  and  that  this  association  has,  through  your  Secre¬ 
tary,  entered  into  friendly  correspondence  with  both.  Mr.  Wm. 
Saunders,  of  London,  Ontaria,  has  kindly  furnished  us  the  fol¬ 
lowing  information : 

London,  Ontario,  August  25th,  1868. 

About  a  year  ago  the  chemists  and  druggists  of  Montreal  formed  them¬ 
selves  into  an  association,  one  of  the  ultimate  objects  of  which  is  to  obtain  a 


*See  minutes  of  Sixth  Session. 
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repeal  of  this  act  (relating  to  an  examination  of  pharmacists  before  a  medical 
board)  with  the  formation  of  a  board  of  examiners  out  of  their  own  body  for 
the  examination  of  all  who  shall  in  future  engage  in  the  business.  They  hold 
regular  monthly  meetings,  at  which  lectures  are  delivered,  papers  read  and 
discussions  carried  on,  all  this  resulting  in  the  promotion  of  good  feeling 
among  the  members,  and  awakening  an  interest  in  the  more  strictl}'  scientific 
departments  of  our  calling.  W'ith  such  men  as  Hr.  Mercer,  Dr.  Edwards  and 
others  among  them,  the  interest  in  the  meetings  will  no  doubt  be  well  sustained. 
Several  donations  have  already  been  made  to  the  society,  of  specimens  and 
books,  as  the  nucleus  of  a  museum  and  library.  As  far  as  I  can  learn,  this 
organization  does  not  expect  to  wield  much  more  than  a  local  inliuence  ;  it  has 
ver}'  few  members  outside  of  Montreal,  and  at  most  its  influence  will  scarcelv 
be  felt  outside  the  province  of  Quebec. 

In  the  upper  province  (now  called  Ontario)  a  similar  association  has  been 
formed  in  Toronto,  also  about  a  3-ear  old,  which  aims  to  unite  all  the  chemists 
and  druggists  in  Ontario,  and  as  many  outside  of  it  as  possible.  Thej-  also 
hold  monthh'  meetings  for  the  reading  of  papers,  transaction  of  business,  etc., 
and  have  in  contemplation  the  formation  of  a  museum  and  libraiy.  They 
have  also  prepared  a  bill  and  submitted  it  to  the  government,  which  they  hope 
will  soon  be  acted  upon,  “confining  the  sale  of  poisons  and  dangerous  sub¬ 
stances  to  those  acquainted  with  their  nature  and  uses,  fitness  to  be  tested  bj- 
an  examination  before  a  board  of  druggists,  and  reserving  the  rights  of  those 
alread}-  in  business.’  Should  this  act  become  law,  it  maj-  doubtless  affect  the 
education  of  pharmaceutists  tliroughout  the  Dominion,  or  its  provisions  mav 
be  made  to  appl\-  to  the  province  of  Ontario  only.  I  think  the  latter  is  most 
probable. 

Further,  the  Toronto  association,  called  “The  Canadian  Pharmaceutical 
Society  of  Toronto,”  have  commenced  the  publication  of  a  monthl}-  periodical 
called  “  The  Canadian  Pharmaceutical  Journal,”  the  fourth  number  of  which 
has  just  been  issued.  Each  number  contains  sixteen  pages,  about  ten 
of  which  are  reading  matter;  the  size  is  a  little  smaller  than  that  of  t 
“Druggists’  Circular.”  Tlie  largest  portion  of  the  matter  is  selected,  but 
there  are  two  or  three  original  articles  in  each  number.  It  has  a  verj-  fair 
circulation,  and  I  think  promises  to  be  successful. 

From  all  this  you  will  see  that  pharmacy  in  Canada  is  beginning  to  look  uji, 
and  that  the  future  promises  to  be  a  grand  improvement  upon  the  past.  I 
trust  the  progress  to  be  achieved  will  more  than  realize  our  fondest  anticipa¬ 
tions. 

Before  submitting  this  report,  your  Committee  would  respect¬ 
fully  request  that,  in  case  the  report  should  be  ordered  to  be 
published  with  the  proceedings  of  this  meeting,  authority  be 
granted  to  the  Permanent  Secretary  to  embody  in  it  all  the 
information  which  may  be  received,  olBcially  or  privately,  from 
those  States  that  have  as  yet  not  been  heard  from. 
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In  conclusion  your  Committee  desire  to  express  their  thanks 
to  the  Executive  Departments  of  the  various  States  and  Terri¬ 
tories,  and  to  all  those  members  who  have  so  cheerfully  and 
kindly  aided  us  in  our  labors. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

John  Miliiau,  of  New  York  City,  President. 

Robert  J.  Brown,  of  Leavenworth,  Ks.,  Vice-President. 

Charles  A.  Tufts,  of  Dover,  N.  II.,  Treasurer. 

John  INI.  Maisch,  of  Philadelphia,  Pa.,  Permanent  Secretary. 
P/iiladeJjjJtia,  September  8th,  18G8. 

Note. — The  following  copy  of  a  law  referring  to  Louisville, 
Ky.,  bas  been  received  from  the  Governor  of  Kentucky,  through 
Dr.  Thomas  E.  Jenkins  ;  the  provisions  of  it  are  not  enforced  : 

Art.  XII,  Sec.  .3. — The  said  Council  iiiaj-  establish  and  regulate  by  ordi¬ 
nance,  in  said  city,  a  Board  or  Institute  of  Pharmacy,  composed  of  competent 
])ersons,  to  tje  elected  or  appointed  as  the  said  Council  may  prescribe,  and  may 
by  ordinance  provide  that  all  apothecaries,  before  they  shall  be  licensed  to  re¬ 
tail  drugs  and  medicines  in  said  city,  shall  be  examined  h}',  and  receive  a  cer¬ 
tificate  of  competency  from  said  Board  or  Institute  of  Pharmacy,  and  said 
Council  may,  by  ordinance,  regulate  the  trade  of  retail  apothecaries  in  the  busi¬ 
ness  of  making  up  prescriptions  and  vending  poisonous  substances  or  prepara¬ 
tions,  and  prescribe  adequate  fines  and  [lenalties  for  the  enforcement  of  all 
such  ordinances. 

Besides  this  no  information  of  importance  has  been  received. 

John  M.  Maiscii. 

The  resolution  appended  to  this  report  was  amended,  by  vote 
of  the  Association,  to  read  as  follow’s  : 

Resolved,  That  it  is  expedient  to  appoint  a  committee  to  draft  a  law  regu¬ 
lating  the  entire  practice  of  pharmacy,  to  be  presented  to  the  legislatures  of 
the  different  States  and  Territories  for  their  adoption,  together  with  a  me¬ 
morial  setting  forth  the  duties  of  the  profession  to  the  public,  and  its  actual 
and  contemplated  status. 

The  Association  also  resolved  that  this  committee  consist  of 
three  members. 

In  compliance  with  these  resolutions  the  President  appointed 
the  following  committee :  William  Wright,  Jr.,  New  York, 
Chairman,  Frederick  Stearns,  Detroit,  Mich.,  and  Professor  J. 
Paris  Moore,  Baltimore,  Md. 

By  an  unanimous  vote,  the  Association  added  to  this  com¬ 
mittee  the  President,  Professor  Edward  Parrish,  Philadelphia, 
and  the  Secretary,  Professor  John  M.  Maisch,  Philadelphia. 
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COXSTITD  TIO:^ 

OF  THE 

American  Pharmaceutical  Association. 


PREAJIBLE. 

Whereas,  The  advancement  of  Pharmaceutical  knowledge  and  the  eleva¬ 
tion  of  the  professional  character  of  Apothecaries  and  Druggists  throughout 
the  United  States  are  dear  to  us  in  common  with  all  well  disposed  pharmaceu¬ 
tists  ;  and  whereas,  a  large  portion  of  those  in  whose  hands  the  practice  of 
pharmacy  now  exists  are  not  properl}'  qualified  for  the  responsible  offices  it 
involves,  chiefly  by  reason  of  the  manj'  difficulties  that  impede  the  acquirement 
of  a  correct  knowledge  of  their  business  : — 

Therefore,  We,  the  members  of  a  Convention  now  met  at  Philadelphia, 
[September,  1852,]  composed  of  Apothecaries  and  Druggists  from  different 
sections  of  the  Union,  and  from  all  the  Colleges  and  Societies  therein  existing, 
with  the  object  of  deliberating  on  the  condition  of  our  profession,  do  hereb}- 
resolve  and  constitute  ourselves  into  a  permanent  Association,  to  meet  annual¬ 
ly,  at  such  times  and  places  as  may  hereafter  be  determined,  for  more  effect¬ 
ually  accomplishing  the  objects  for  which  we  are  now  assembled,  and  do  now 
adojit  the  following 


COXSTITUTIOX. 

Article  I. 

This  Association  shall  be  called  the  American  Pharmaceutical  Association. 
Its  aim  shall  be  to  unite  the  educated  and  reputable  Pharmaceutists  and  Drug¬ 
gists  of  the  United  States  in  the  following  objects  : 

1st.  To  improve  and  regulate  the  drug  market,  by  preventing  the  importa¬ 
tion  of  inferior,  adulterated  or  deteriorated  drugs,  and  by  detecting  and  exjios- 
ing  home  adulteration. 

2d.  To  establish  the  relations  between  druggists,  pharmaceutists,  physicians 
and  the  people  at  large,  upon  just  principles,  which  shall  promote  the  jiublic 
welfare  and  tend  to  mutual  strength  and  advantage. 

3d.  To  improve  the  science  and  the  art  of  pharmacy  by  diffusing  scientific 
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knowledge  among  apotliecaries  and  druggists,  fostering  pliarnuiceutical  litera¬ 
ture,  de\ eloping  talent,  stimulating  discovery  and  invention,  and  encouraging 
home  production  and  manufacture  in  the  several  departments  of  the  drug 
business. 

4th.  To  regulate  the  S3’stem  of  apprenticeship  and  emplo^'inent  so  as  to  pre¬ 
vent,  as  tar  as  practicable,  the  evils  flowing  from  deficient  training  in  tlie 
responsible  duties  of  preparing,  dispensing  and  selling  medicines. 

5th.  To  suppress  empyricism,  and  as  much  as  possible  to  restrict  the 
dispensing  and  sale  of  medicines  to  regularity  educated  druggists  and  apothe¬ 
caries. 

Article  ll.  — Of  the  Members. 

Section  1.  Every  pharmaceutist  and  druggist,  of  good  moral  and  profes¬ 
sional  standing,  whether  in  business  on  his  own  account,  retired  from  business 
or  employed  bj-  another,  and  those  teachers  of  pharmac}',  chemistr}"  and  botany 
who  may  be  speciall}'  interested  in  pharmacy  and  materia  medica,  who,  after 
dulj'  considering  the  objects  of  the  Association  and  the  obligations  of  its  Con¬ 
stitution,  are  willing  to  subscribe  to  them,  are  eligible  to  membership. 

Section  2.  The  mode  of  admission  to  membership  shall  be  as  follows  ;  Any 
person  eligible  to  membership  may  apply  in  writing,  wdth  the  endorsement  of 
two  members  in  good  standing,  to  any  member  of  the  Executive  Committee, 
who  shall  report  his  application  to  the  said  Committee. 

If  after  investigating  his  claims  they  shall  approve  his  election,  they  shall, 
at  the  earliest  time  practicable,  report  his  name  to  the  Association,  and  he  may 
be  elected  by  two-thirds  of  the  members  present  on  ballot. 

Section  3.  No  person  shall  be  considered  a  member  of  this  Association 
until  he  shall  have  signed  the  Constitution,  and  jiaid  into  the  Treasury  the 
sum  of  three  dollars  as  an  initiation  fee  and  the  annual  contribution  for  the 
current  j'ear.  All  persons  wdio  become  members  shall  be  considered  as 
permanent  members,  but  may  be  expelled  for  improper  conduct  by  a  vote  of 
two-thirds  of  the  members  present  at  anj-  annual  meeting. 

Section  4.  Ever^-  member  shall  paj’  in  advance  into  the  hands  of  the  Trea¬ 
surer  the  sum  of  three  dollars  as  his  v'earl}'  contribution,  and  is  liable  to  loose 
his  right  of  membership  by  neglecting  to  pa\'  said  contribution  for  three  suc¬ 
cessive  years.  Members  shall  be  entitled,  on  the  payment  of  five  dollars,  to 
receive  a  certificate  of  membership  signed  h}'  the  President,  one  Vice  Presi¬ 
dent,  Permanent  Secretary  and  Treasurer,  covenanting  to  return  the  same  to 
the  proper  officer  on  relinquishing  their  connection  with  the  Association. 

Siction  ").  Resignation  of  membership  shall  be  made  in  writing  to  the 
Permanent  Secretarj'  or  Treasurer  ;  but  no  resignation  shall  be  accepted  from 
any  one  who  is  in  arrears  to  the  Treasurer.  All  resignations  shall  be  ac¬ 
knowledged  in  writing  bv  the  officer  who  receives  them,  and  shall  be  reported 
at  the  next  annual  meeting. 

Section  G.  Every  local  Pharmaceutical  Association  shall  be  entitled  to  five 
delegates  in  the  annual  meetings,  who,  if  present,  become  members  of  the 
Association  on  signing  the  Constitution,  without  being  ballotted  for. 


Section  7.  .  Pharmaceutists,  Chemists  and  other  scientiSo  men,  rvho  may  be 
thought  worth}^  of  the  distinction,  may  be  elected  honorary  members  upon 
the  same  conditions  and  under  the  same  rules  as  appertain  to  active  members- 
They  shall  not,  however,  be  required  to  contribute  to  the  funds,  nor  shall  they 
be  eligible  to  hold  office  or  to  vote  at  the  meetings. 

Auticlk  III. — Of  ihe  Officers. 

Section  1.  The  officers  shall  bo  a  President,  two  or  more  Vice  Presidents,  a 
Permanent  Secretary,  a  Local  Secretary  and  a  Treasurer,  who  shall,  with  the 
exception  of  the  Permanent  Secretary,  he  elected  annually,  and  shall  hold 
office  until  an  election  of  successors. 

Section  2.  The  Permanent  Secretary  shall  be  elected  to  hold  office  per¬ 
manently  during  the  pleasure  of  the  Association  ;  he  shall  receive  from  the 
Treasurer  an  annual  salary  and  the  amount  of  his  travelling  expenses  in  addi¬ 
tion  to  his  salary. 

Section  3.  The  President  shall  preside  at  the  meetings,  and  administer  the 
rules  of  order  usual  in  deliberative  assemblies.  He  shall  nominate  all  special 
committees,  except  a  majority  of  the  members  present  direct  a  resort  to  ballot¬ 
ing  or  other  means. 

He  shall  sign  the  certificates  of  membership,  approve  all  foreign  correspon¬ 
dence,  and  countersign  orders  on  the  Treasurer. 

He  shall  present  at  each  annual  meeting  a  report  of  the  operations  of  the 
Association  during  the  year,  with  such  information  pertaining  to  its  condition 
and  prospects  and  the  object  it  has  in  view,  together  with  such  suggestions  for 
its  future  management  as  may  seem  to  him  proper. 

Section  4.  In  case  of  the  temporary  absence  or  inability  of  the  President, 
his  duties  shall  devolve  on  one  of  the  Vice-Presidents  in  the  order  of  their 
names. 

Section  5.  The  Permanent  Secretary  shall  keep  fair  and  correct  minutes  of 
the  proceedings  of  the  meetings,  and  carefully  preserve  on  file  all  reports, 
essays,  and  papers  of  every  description  received  by  the  Association,  and  shall 
be  charged  with  the  necessary  foreign  and  scientific  correspondence,  and  with 
the  editing,  publishing  and  distributing  the  Proceedings  of  the  Association 
under  the  direction  of  the  E.xecutive  Committee.  He  shall  furnish  the 
Chairman  of  every  special  Committee  with  a  list  of  its  members  and  a  copy 
of  the  minute  of  its  appointment,  and  shall  notify  every  member  of  the  time 
and  place  of  each  annual  meeting.  He  shall  be  a  member  of  the  Executive 
Committee. 

Section  6.  The  Local  Secretary  shall  be  elected  annually  at  the  last  session 
of  the  annual  meeting,  and  shall  be  a  resident  of  the  city  at  which  the  next 
annual  meeting  of  the  Association  is  to  be  held.  It  shall  be  his  duty  to  assist 
the  Permanent  Secretary  in  his  duties,  to  co-operate  with  any  local  committee 
in  making  arrangements  for  the  annual  meeting,  to  correspond  with  the  Chair¬ 
men  of  the  several  Committees  and  with  other  members,  in  advance  of  the 
meeting  promotive  of  its  objects,  and  to  have  custody  of  specimens,  papers 


46 


ftud  apparatus  destined  for  use  or  exhibition  at  the  meetings.  He  shall  act  as 
Secretary  at  the  first  meeting,  or  until  another  shall  he  appointed,  in  case  of 
the  absence  of  the  Permanent  Secretary. 

Section  7.  The  Tieasurer  shall  collect  and  take  charge  of  the  funds  of  the 
Association,  and  shall  also  hold  and  issue  the  certificates  of  membership.  He 
shall  pay  no  monies  unless  by  the  order  of  the  chairman  of  one  of  the  stand¬ 
ing  or  of  a  special  committee,  authorized  to  appropriate  funds  of  the  Associa¬ 
tion,  such  order  to  be  cmintersigned  by  the  President. 

He  shall  present  a  statement  of  his  accounts  at  each  annual  meeting,  that 
they  may  be  audited,  lie  shall  also  report  to  the  Executive  Committee,  previ¬ 
ous  to  each  annual  meeting,  the  names  of  such  members  as  have  failed  to  pay 
their  annual  contributions  for  three  years,  and  also  the  names  of  such  as  have 
failed  to  return  their  certificates  of  membership  after  having  been  officially 
disconnected  with  the  Association,  and  duly  notified  to  do  so. 

Article  IV. —  Of  the  Standing  Committees. 

Section  1.  There  shall  be  five  standing  committees  elected  annually — an 
Executive  Committee,  a  Committee  on  the  Progress  of  Pharmacy’,  a  Committee 
on  the  Drug  Market,  each  to  consist  of  five  members ;  a  Committee  on 
Scientific  Queries  and  a  Business  Committee,  each  to  consist  of  three  mem¬ 
bers. 

Section  2.  The  Executive  Committee,  of  which  the  Permanent  Secretary 
shall  be  one  of  the  members,  shall  have  charge  of  the  revision  of  the  roll,  the 
investigation  of  application  for  membership,  and  the  publication  of  the  Pro¬ 
ceedings.  They  shall  report  at  each  meeting  a  revised  roll  of  members,  with 
appropriate  notices  of  deceased  members,  also  the  names  of  any  who,  having 
become  disconnected  with  the  Association,  refuse  to  return  their  certificates 
of  membership  as  provided  by  the  Constitution 

The  annual  publication  of  the  Proceedings  shall  contain  the  corrected  roll 
of  members,  full  minutes  of  the  several  sittings,  the  Report  of  the  President 
and  of  the  Committees,  together  with  such  addresses,  scientific  papers,  discus¬ 
sions,  notices  of  new  i)roccsses  and  preparations  as  the  Executive  Committee 
may  deem  worthy  of  insertion.  At  least  one  copy  shall  be  furnished  each 
member  of  the  Association. 

Section  3.  The  Committee  on  the  Progress  of  Pharmacy,  of  which  the 
Local  Secretary  shall  be  one  of  the  members,  shall  report  annually  to  the 
Association  on  the  improvements  in  Chemistry,  Practical  Pharmacy  and  the 
collateral  branches,  and  on  any  new  works  bearing  on  these  subjects  published 
in  this  country  or  in  Europe. 

Section  4.  The  Committee  on  Scientific  Queries  shall  report,  near  the  close 
of  each  Annual  Meeting,  a  proper  number  of  questions  of  scientific  and 
practical  interest,  the  answers  to  which  may  advance  the  interests  of  Pharmacy, 
and  shall  procure  the  acceptance  of  as  many  such  questions  for  investigation 
ns  may  be  practicable,  and  report  before  the  next  succeeding  Annual  Meeting. 

Section  5.  The  Business  Committee  shall  be  charged  with  the  transmission 
of  unfinished  business  from  one  Annual  Meeting  to  another,  with  collecting. 
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arranging  and  expediting  the  business  throughout  the  various  sessions  of  the 
Annual  Jleeting. 


Article  — Of  the  Meetings, 

Section  1,  The  meetings  shall  be  held  annually,  or  as  the  Association  may 
from  time  to  time  determine  ;  provided,  that  in  case  of  failure  of  this  from  any 
cause,  the  duty  of  calling  the  Association  together  shall  devolve  upon  the 
President,  or  one  of  the  Yice-Presidents,  with  the  advice  and  consent  of  the 
Executive  Committee. 

Section  2.  At  the  opening  of  each  annual  meeting,  the  President,  or,  in 
case  of  his  absence,  one  of  the  Vice-Presidents  shall  call  the  meeting  to  order 
and  preside  until  after  an  election  of  officers  ;  in  case  the  President  and 
Vice-Presidents  are  absent,  this  duty  shall  devolve  on  the  chairman  of  the 
Executive  Committee,  or,  in  his  absence,  on  an}-  member  chosen  by  vote  of 
those  present. 

In  the  absence  of  the  Permanent  Secretary  the  President  shall  appoint  a 
Secretary  yiro  tempore. 

The  order  of  business  at  tlie  first  session  of  each  annual  meeting  shall  be  as 
follows  : 

1st.  The  appointment  by  the  President  of  a  committee  of  three  persons  to 
examine  credentials,  and  report  the  names  of  those  duly  accredited. 

2d.  The  Executive  Committee  shall  report  the  names  of  new  members  an,i 
of  persons  present  recommendea  for  membership,  who  shall  be  immediately 
ballotted  for. 

3d.  The  roll  of  those  in  attendance,  as  thus  completed,  shall  be  called  by 
the  Permanent  Secretarj-. 

4th.  The  report  of  the  Standing  and  Special  Committees  shall  be  read  by 
their  titles,  or  in  full,  and  laid  on  the  tible  for  future  consideration. 

5th.  A  committee  to  nominate  officers  for  the  ensuing  year  shall  be  ap¬ 
pointed,  consisting  of  one  nominated  by  each  delegation  in  attendance,  and 
three  members  appointed  by  the  President  from  among  those  not  delegated,  to 
report  at  the  opening  of  the  next  session. 

The  first  session  shall  close  with  the  reading  of  the  President's  Annual 
Report,  and  referring  any  portion  requiring  the  action  of  Committees. 

After  the  first  session,  the  order  of  business  shall  be  determined  by  the 
nature  of  the  subjects  presented  and  by  the  consent  of  the  majority. 

Section  3.  During  periods  fixed  by  vote  for  scientific  discussion  and  the 
exhibition  of  specimens  and  processes,  the  ordinary  rules  of  parliamentary 
bodies  shall  be  suspended,  but  at  other  times  shall  be  enforced  by  the  presiding 
officer,  from  whose  decisions,  however,  appeals  may  be  taken  if  required  hy 
tive  members,  and  the  meeting  shall  thereupon  decide  without  debate. 

A  motion  reduced  to  writing  and  seconded  shall  be  open  to  discussion,  and 
while  it  is  before  the  meeting  no  motion  shall  be  received  unless  to  amend, 
divide,  commit,  to  lay  on  the  table,  postpone  or  to  adjourn ;  and  a  motion  to 
adjourn  shall  be  decided  without  debate. 


Oil  the  cull  of  ain-  member,  the  yeas  and  nays  shall  he  ordered,  -nlien  every 
member  shall  vote  unless  excused  by  a  majority  of  those  present,  and  the 
names  and  manner  of  voting  shall  be  entered  on  the  Jlinutes. 

Aiiticle  VI. 

This  Constitution  may  be  altered  or  amended  by  a  vote  of  three-fourths 
of  the  members  present  at  any  regular  meeting,  and  notice  to  alter  or  amend 
the  same  shall  be  g'iven  at  least  one  sitting  before  a  vote  thereupon. 


Approving  of  the  objects  of  the  American  Pharmaceutical  Association,  I 
am  desirious  of  joining  it  in  lui'nibership  ;  and  having  read  its  Constitution,  I 
hereby  signif}-  my  approval  of  it,  and  subscribe  to  it. 


Address 


I  heieby  agree  to  return  my  certificate  of  membership  in  the  American 
Pharmaceutical  Association  to  the  Treasurer  of  that  body,  if  I  shall  hereafter 
cease  to  be  connected  in  membership  rvith  it. 


TESTIMONIALS. 

The  undersigned  being  personally  acquainted  evith 
of  testify  to  his  moral  character,  his  skill  as  a 

practical  Druggist  and  Pharmaceutist,  and  his  professional  probity  and  good 
standing,  anil  they  recommend  him  for  membership  in  the  American  Pharma¬ 
ceutical  Association. 


Name 


Adures.s. 


